July 1, 1920. 


irs. Annie E. Burtton, 
Now Castle, 
Indiana. 


My dear Mrs. Burtton: 


Your letter with reference to Dr. Greist, 
addresso& to the Board of Home Missions, is just here. 
We have received two other letters from New Castle re- 
cently in regard to Dr. Greist and his appointment as 
a medical missionary to Alaska. On their receipt we — 
immediately wired to his pastor at Monticello and to 
the Stated Clerk of the presbytery to which he be- _ 
longed and which has ordained him for this work. I 
enclose copies of their reply. 


Dr. Greist is now en fours to Alaska 
and we have no other course to follow than the judg- 
mont of his presbytery and cena in one town ins 
which he lived. 


Very Woe yours, 


JAM:ES 
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New Castle, Indiana, 
duly 8, 2920, 


Rev. John A. Harquis, DD. Dis 
156 Fifth Avenue 
New York, N. Y¥. 


Yoar Sir : 


I an writing you in regards to m y father, br, H. W. Greist, 
who is being sent by your Board to Wales, Alaska, as a medical missionary, 
I have in my possession a telegram sent by S.A. Stewart of Baport, Indiana, 
dune 19, 1920, ' . 


I am not a boy who has been influenced cither by my mother 
or my father as to the trouble between them, I simply wish to inform you 
that I do not believe that the telegram which you received from Mr, stewart 
is true in any way, I further do not believe that my father is a Uhristian 
man although he does profress to be a Christian man, Any man who deserts a 
woman wo was as good to him as my mother was, and remember that I am speak~ 
ing this way beeeuse I am one who knows the truth, and then marries another 
woman and forgets his first wife to such an extent as to never give a penny 
towards her support or towards educating his three children, I do not be-~- 
lieve that such a man can be a Gonséientious Christian, | 


Since my father received his divorce my mother has worked in 
factories to earn her living, Also my brother and myself have reesived 
four years of education in high school at my wother's sister's expense, 
Even when I have gone to visit my father I have paid my expenses, , 


when my father received his divorce, the court ondered him 
to pay my mother twenty-five dollars a month, He Has never paid her a cent 
and has never showed a willingness to try to do the right thing, Ee has 
also defrauded my amt, who has educated me, out of a great deal of money, 


I am not writing you im the hope that you will recall). my — 
father from Alaska, because I sinesrely hope that he does become a true 
Christian man, but in the name of Justice and God I do tiink that he should 
do all tat is in his power to help support my mother and as ho has abso= 
lutely refused to do so, I think that it is your duty as an agent of a 
Christian institution to force him to do so, 


You can possibly realize that this has been a very hard 
letter for me to write but I do not believe that my father is doing the 
right thing, I think that if you would get references from people mo have 
known my father for the last ten years instead of people who have known him 
for only the Last three yoarss, you would get a much truer account of both 
my father's and my mother's character, My mother has only the interest of 
her boys' welfare at heart and I can assure you honestly that it is not 
spitework,on my mother's part. I am entirely in sympathy with my mother 
and sincerely hope that you give this matter a fair investigation before 


you make a décision. 


| & em fo -bipennngle Mo tise veer sincerely yours _ 
¥.M. CG. A. — Anderson, ¢ Indiana, (signed) ARNOLD EB. GREI 
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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 


WILTON MERLE-SMITH, PrREesiDENT ao See 
YOHN A. MARQUIS, GENERAL SECRETARY NEW YORK 
BAXTER P. FULLERTON, secretary 

YOHN MCDOWELL, secretary 

WILLIAM ROBERT KING, sSecrReETARY 


VARIAN BANKS, ASSISTANT TREASURER July 10, 1920 . 


Henry W. Greist, M. Des 
Nome, Alaska, 


Dear Dr. Greist: 


I feel it is due you that I should state plainly certain 
facts that have come to my knowledge since you left Monticello on your way 
to Alaska, They are a great discomfort to me and I fear have brough dis- 
credit on our Board and the Church through your failure to be absolutely 
frank and Open with us, 


In the first place you did not tell us about the deaf- 
ness of your wife and I never heard of it witil after you had reached Seattle 
and Dr, Condit and Mr, Gould wrote me, Had I known this you never would have 
been commissioned to Alaska, Furthermore, the only reference of your own 
deafness is in a letter to Dr. Young some time ago in which you state that 
you are “slightly hard of hearing." ‘Je took this, unfortwnately, at its face 
value, Now it appears you cannot hear ordinary conversation at all which will 
practically checkmate the greater part of your efforts for the Eskimos, 


I the second place you did not state to us the facts in 
regard to your divorce, From your letters it would appear that you sought 
this divorce because of gross misconduct on the part of your wife and that 
there was no objection to it sither by her friends or any one else, Now it 
appears there were scandals connected with your name in it which put our 
Board in a very humiliating position, When your enemies in Newcastle, Ind., 
wrote me that “you had sneaked out of town" without anyone knowing it, I 
simply put it down to calwaamny and did not believe it. Now it appears from 
letters just received from Dr. Gondit and Mr. Gould that you did this very 


thing. 


My purpose in writing is to say that whilst the Board 
would be justified in stopping your going to Alaska or even recalling you 
on account of your failure to tell us the exact truth, yet I realize the 
hardship this would be to you and am sending this letter to say that we 
will put you on trial at Cape Prince of Wales mtil the summer of 1921, 

If you make good there, you may be able to retrieve yourself, but if you 
fail we will be under the necessity of bringing you back with a full state- 
ment to the Church at large of the reasons, You will find the Eskimos very 
quick to see through people and to discern defects in character, Inevitably 
they will get the facts about your divorce and only unusual consecration and 
efficiency on your part will be able to win them, Furthermore, the public 
gchool authorities will continually have their eye on you and will report 

to me the service you are rendering and the influence you are exerting among 


those people, 


Henry W. Greist, M.D. =< July 10, 1920. 


Furthermore, Mr, Gould says that you represented to him that 
you were promised a hospital and a boat and a lot of other things by Dr. Young 
in the name of the Board. I wrote to you when I discovered that Dr. Young had 
told you that your salary might be $2,500 stating clearly that Dr. Young had no 
authority to represent the Board in any matter involving contract whatsoever. 
Moreover, Dr. Young says he never wrote such things to you, 


I am aware that I will be severely criticized by the good 
people of the Synod of Indiana as well as elsewhere for giving you this chance 
to make good after your very unfavorable record, but I feel I ought to do it 
in the spirit of the Master so I give you this chance and I am earnestly anxious 


that you make good, 

Any help I can extend in the faithful performance of your 
duty, I shall be glad to extend but I will not be a party to any concealment 
or cOvering up of your defects. I trust this is frank enough and plain enough 
to make our relationship clearly understood. 


I want you to write to me twice a month and tell me the 
whole truth without any reservation whatsoever, 


With earnest prayer and best wishes for your success,,I am 


Very sincerely yours 


JAM: MEL. 


JUL 18 1929 
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R. A. CLAYTON, PRESIDENT 
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BIRMINGHAM, ALA. 


E. C. GReist, 
1527 So. !9th. Street, 


Me | New Castle, Indiana, 
Reve John A. Marquia, D.D., Julyjith. 1920, 
156 Fifth Avenue, F 
New York City. oe 
Dear Sirf 


I am writing toyou with reference to the Night Letter 
sent to you by S. Arthur Stewart, Stated Clerk, Logansport, 
Presbytery, refering to Dr. Greist of Monticello, Indiana, 

who has been sent to Alaska as a Medical missionary. I do not 
wish that he be recalled but am instead glad that he has taken 
this step towards becoming a Christian man again. But I do 
think that the Presbeterian Board ought to see that he acts 
like a man. Ever since he received a divorce from my mother 
he has not paid her a cant with the exception of two or three 
times sending ten dollars. It was the court order that he 

pay a sum of twenty-five dollars every month as alimony until 
his or her death, unless she should re-marry. This court bill 
now amounts to more than fifteen-hundred dollars now. I think 
that it is nomore than right that he should pay this. My fux 
father left home a little over ten years ago and never since 
has offered agy support for my mother or for any of us three 
children. . 


Besides oweing my mother he owes two of my Aunts 
for notes which amount to about one-thousand dollars now, 


I think that the best way to be a Christian is 
to start at home. If he had had just cause for a divorce 
it wauld be diferent but he had no cause whatever, I want him 
to do right and » I am writing this to you to see if you a 
will not help him to do so ny having hin pay this just debt 
what has been ne in the way of his leaving my mother can not 
be un-done, but I think that he should try to make amends b 
biding by the law and paying his honest debts, fe 


Kindly consider this and do all in your power to 


make him do what is right. mthanki 1 
I beg to remain, Sty Nae Oe Ree eee Ta attention, 


yours very truly, 


Soe Col wruk 


Copy 
. Monticello, iInd A eee 
» July 12,1920 bes i ee . | | 
Rev. S.A.Stewart | | | 
. LaPorte, Ind 

Dear Bro.Stewart :- a 05 | | | 
| I.am'in receipt of yours of the 8th and am some whet at a loss 
to know how to characteriée the Burton communications To call it 
uncivil is mild Since Presbytery acted on recommendation of the Monti- 
cé.lo session,! suggest that if you see fit to reply at all that you ° 


refer him to the session of the Monticello church and we will try to 

wretle- it out with hin. | | ot saat 
To day I went to the Co, Clerks office and found the following to be ' 
the facts.Two suits were begun agains’ the Dr,one by his wife to have: 

an attachnent issued against him on the judgment for alimony granted 

by a court in Wyoming. This suit seems to have been withdrawn because 
the laws of Wyoming make a judgment to expire in seven years hence: 

would not be collectible here but another suit was instituted: for the 3am 
purpose which is still pending. the Dr explained this by Saying that he 
ad schoolsd some of his children and some other explanation of this 
which I do not now recall. Rut why did she wait seven years or more: 
before beginning this suit? Doubtless the suit. would never have been 
hearlof,if the doctor had not started in on the missionary work as. 

she had detremined to prevent this and this looks like spite work. 

The other suit which was begun ig a suit to collect the note given 

many years ayo by the doctor to. the sister of his first wife. The doctor 

Claims this debt was settled by the transfer of property in payment 

but that he neglected to secure the note,query,why did they leave this 
Old note without collection all. these years until the doctor embarked 

on the missionary work? The doctor has been here end prospered fairly 
well several years and yet no attempt was made to collect the note, 

that does not look good to me. . | | | 


{ 


His present wife :was raised here,born here,;1 have never heard a word 
against her,she first united with our own church many years ago,she then . 
rried a Mr Butler who died and she took up nursing and was zone from +e 

here for several years,! do not take much Stock. in the report that she 
broké up the family of Dr Greist. 3 Wy 
That part of the telegram which says"alleged creditors were satisfied 

1s probally not correct but the property transfers should ha’e satisfied 
them. We only have the doctors word azainst his first wife's word,but 
_at the present time I prefer to believe his story of it. One of his sons 
/has visited him here frequently,I think one or may be two other 3ons 

is against him from thet. he told me,(this is a slight inacuracy in }eeeher 
telezram. BE 3 | / bee 

It is & very erponecus charzo that"he married a low down woman"and . 
cannot be substantiated here where she is best known. 
Of course sith the two cases pending: as above mentioned he could hardly 
be said to have a clean bill from the courts but as I have ¢d¥d shown 
they cannot <et any where with them so that they may as well be dismissed 
The telegram says he has a clean bill from the courts which as yet 


hs. has not,I was misled by the fact that the first attachment suit 
was Withdrawn and then filed again. 


| 


H.C.Johnston is gone for a month but on his return tozether with Dr 
Rodzers help we’ can be prepared to sustain our action. 


Yours Tt vue 
7  S.A.Carson pk ie 


\ 


JUL 24 1929 
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Calne SOUTHERN BRIDGE COMPANY, 
Birmingham, Alabama 


bP e John As Warguls, 
156 Fifth Avenue, 
New York, ¥. » on 


Dear Sir: 


Having learned that Yr. 7. v. Greist has been anjetntek & Medion 
Missionary to Alaska, I feel that I must give you some luformation that I am sure you 
are not in possension Of, or he would never have beon given the appointment , 


I have known him for yours, in fact, he went to school to me in 
Central Acadany, Plainfield, Ind, He seemed a good boy and maw witil he fell in with 
and begeme onasored of a nurse ai New Vastle, Ind. He turned against hie wife end three 
minor children, all boys, He ‘endeavored to get a divorce in Tidiana and failed, Later 
he Went to Caspar, Wyoming, and there Obialned a divorce, His wife and boys plead with — 
him to no avail, He took the aurse with him and before the time bad elapsed by syoning 
law, he married the woman that cuused the trouble and is Bis present wife, The court 
in “yoming devreed an alimony, whieh the said Dr, Grelst hae uever paid, His divorced 
wife got the house aud lot where they lived in Bew Cast}, and it had a mortgage on it, 
and in addition he had never paid for the lot on whieh the house was ances and sult 
has been entered this yoor for the sOllection of this tiene | 


Hie little boys sold papers sau got wns iitile they could ms 
working and they would have suffered very greatly ig it kad uot been for their grand= 
mother on the ing tea o side and a daughter (mow Mrs, Annie &. Buartten, of Rew vastle, Ind) 
who cared for them end furnished provisions and clothing when they needed. Mra, Burtton 
has & botrding mouse or restraunt meur tue Maxwell sectory and hus had the two younger boys 
and their mother to see after, The boys are now working but they need to get more sduca- 
tion than they have in order to fit them for their life work, ‘Their father bas civen them 
no help. ‘he boys’ mother worked in a factory aud made a little money, ghe hasn't good — 
health and the way Dr, Greist bas done has made her a nervous wreck, Before he kest New 
Castle, I put some notes in the bank there for collection, He wrote me that if 1 would ~ 
withdraw the notea, he would pay them later aud reward me eonerously. I did so and as 3 
has mever paid a cont on them and has been amply able to do so, 


I think o Christian ought, in the very lowest estimate, to de ee 
to the truth cud lew abliing, He is aei ther. ; 


I feel sure you have been decoived in his eaadiess: ‘He is a snooth 
talker and prolific writer, but camouglages his real character. I am give moh mere 
information if 1% is desired, | | 


If you desire to Know of my pS write to Rev. G. @. Harris, pstor e 


of Avondale M. 8, Ghurch, 3, or Rev, J. M, Broady of the Sth Ave, Pres, Cimrch, BYham, or 
to the principal of our school, RB. Y. splashes or to tho iigdals af Clty 6Gh001S, Dr. dv. H. 


Phillips =~ all Birmingham, 
Hope thie information ata come too lates, ee Se 
Vary rospecttully 


(stgnea) Mis, W. R. SURBOK 
of en ae ee | 


re 


July 27, 1920, 


Rev, Henry B. Greist, i. D., 


Dear Dr, Greist: 


Circumstances compel me to write you a letter that I would 
give anything in the world if I did not have to de. It is in regard to revela- 
tions that have come to us since you appointment to Alasky and especially since 
your departure fron Monticello, Indiana, Uothing, since I have become connected 
with the Board of Home Missions, has so distressed and saddened me as wane ro= 
velations, 


In the first place, you were not frank mth us in regard to 
your own deafness, The only reference to it in your letters is to the effect 
that you were “slightly bard of hearing", Dr. Condit aud Me, Gould say that 
you are unable to hear ordinary conversation at all and in their judgment your 
defect in this matter will snear you of much of your influence and power 
the iskimos, They are a s0ft-voiced end low-spoken people and from what Dr, 
Gondit and Gr, Gowld report to me your teadeney is to take it for granted that 
you hear when you do not, ; 


If you had been frank with us and told us the whole ‘truth, 
we would never have thought of sending you to such a field. Howevery since 
you are on the way let me ask you to take uething for granted in your conyer- 
sation with the Eskimos there but insist 7, their —_ Lowi ea.0 ugh me 
you to hear what they say. | 


tm addition te this, you never intimated that your wife 
was hard of hearing. It was our expectation that what defect you had in this | 
matter could be removed by the fact that yow wife could hear. Now it develops 
that she is worse than you are and cannot hear without anu audiphone. You ougat 
Certainly to have Said Ge Ske: Sk NS Hee eae ee, ee ee ee 
auch that you concealed this fact from us, | 


In In the next place, since you have been appointed and es~ 
pecially since you left, there have come to ue & whole stack of letters from 
your own childrem and your closest neighbors that reven] & recent ench thet 
it will bring our Board into severe ¢riticism ani serious repate when it be= 


comes known. 


Dr, Henry M, Greist | ae 1/27/20, 


sending you copies of sone of the letters we have been receiving from reputable 
people, They reveal situation which I do not a oon ee ee ee either as 
& Missionary or a Christian MAN» 

add 


However, having gaid this, I want 
will give you a chance to retrieve yourself if you en 
repmtance for what you have done and a disposition 
the future, 


7 
i 
: 
F 
; 


| Dr, Condit writes that these reports hava followed you tv 
Seattle, They will undoubtedly fallow you to Nome and Cape Prince of Wiles, 
The Sskimos are very sensitive to amy moral defect, especially on the mrt of 
® Missionary, The Public School Authorities will mow all about this and of 
course will feel some of the disgust and disappointment which we feel here, 
it all meens that you must be doubly corefel to show a thoroughly unselfish 
and consecrated spirit of devotion and service to those pople up there if you 
care to remain, Unless you do win them and make good, both as a Christian 
Gam and 48 a weful missionery, of course you cannot remain there, I want to 
Sugeest the following to you: 


1, = You write to me cvery month a detailed letter of what 
you are doing, with no evasions or conucealments, but containing the whole un- 
varnished truth, 


| 2, — Phat you authorise the treasurer of the Board to pay 
to your aivoreed wife out of the salary paid you by the Board the $25.00 per 
month which the court ordered you to pay and which under every legsl and moral 
consideration you ought to pay, This, in my mind, is vital and I wovld like | 
to have you send in your first letter an authorization to our treasurer to pay 
this amowmmt to your family as long as you are in the employ of the Board, 


3. That you, in addition to this, begin to pay off your 
indebtedness te “rs. Burton, your sister-in-law, at once, With your salary 
and the expenses you will meet in Cape Prinee of “ales, you can €o both of these 
things. A man ought to be willing to starve himsslf vofore he would allow such 
an obligation as that go unpaid, I want to hear fron you on these points as 
. ppeedily as possible, | 


In conclusion let me my that your whole future will depend 
upon this year. You have a bai record to undo but if you will accept the Cosapel 
opportunity te repent personally and the chance that the Boerd is now offering 
you to make good, it is still not too late, Let mo 
I can give you, both in your work and in your wrsonal lite, will be 
most cheerfully. I am ready to stend behind yoo in every effort you can maks 


to do right. 


Very truly yours: 


TMMLe 


Nena 
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“IB2T 50, 19th Sbrocty ie ec hy a 2 a ee 
io Ma Oday Daddy Ne es eee ie 


ity dear Se creists i: yin eG ee 


aCK oe have beens away frei the : onthe: for some time ae ae Se 
bet your letter wae sont to me in regard to your father, I want _ a Oe ee 
first of all to express my appresiation of your writing to me and Jee ee 
also of the manly, straightforeard spirit in which you write. - Mees SA te 
‘whole matter has embarrassed and distressed us here. We know ‘tint ji cratee gee 
your father had been divorced wut we had been misled ac _ SC a ne 

© peasons for it and his conduét afterwards entirely, ‘Tho: ie cate 
‘tions that came efter he was on Mia way to Alaa hed Sonn sah 
ror oon yadboget aah neon grep hdremia gr, 96 se ene, 


: bean nent ». bike ae Roh ee Spee: Ae bps Clete 


| iE ot miibeuints your atts of x saiakttes ‘tia iM 3 aa sien 
é wdntieue and to ‘pecome: & better man, I have: wltton him very. oS Re ee 
 frenkly and seat him copies of some of the: bean we huve re 7 : . Bed ote 
 geived, I have told hia also that in my judgy PASS Paget a 


ete 


“pay your mother the monty allowasice the: court ord hha to ue eee 
pay. and alvo your aunt the debt he owes her. I have also cue > 30, 28 
$6 him tint we will give him thie. to make good and show -: uit ae 
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-Jaly 29, 1920, — 


Mr. S. Arthur stewart, 
Laporte, Indiana, 


My dear Mr. Stewart: 


<> We are distressed very much at recent pevelations dee 
regard to Dr. Greist and his divorce, I sent you copies of letters fron 
an attorney in New Castle and received your reply, Since then we have been 
getting letters from his sons, his sister-in-law and other people which 
have shaken our confidence in the doctor very much. I have felt impelled 
to write him very frankly of the case and tell him of the compromising and 
enbarrassing position in which the Board is placed, We have also told him ~ 
that by all means he will have to make good in an wnusual way at Cape Prince 
of Wales if he is to continue there, I also urged him very strongly to al- 
low our treasurer to deduct from his salary $25 .00 per month which the court 
ordered him to ) pay sae wife. 


Sed feel that your presbytery will be under the same em= 
bervéssinank aad disappointment in the matter that the Board itself is and 
I an therefore enclosing some copies of letters that have come to us. I 
do this in order that I may follow with the request that you also prite 
Dr. Greist as Stated Clerk of the Presbytery and urge on him the payment 
-of the monthly allowance due his wife and announce also the. necessity Of: 
unusual consecration and devotion to his work in his new fheles . 


Furthermore, he wrote to us “that he was “slightly 
hard of hearing". We knew no different witil our superintendent and 
others in Seattle saw him there and they say he cannot hear ordinary 
conversation at all, This is going to make it extremely difficult to 
get along with the Eskimo people who are shy and low spoken, I have 
written him urging him to take nothing they say for granted but to in- 
sist on their speaking loud Sonne for him to hear Shetek ef een cree 
English qui te well, : 


if there is any way in which’ the Presiisergiial. the ey 
Board can cooperate to save Dr. Greist and to help him also to do the 
right thing with his first wife and children who in the light of the ~ 
enclosures have been wry badly treated by him, we will be ne’ bag do so, 
Psi sincorely yours | 


JAM MEL « 


t 
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STATED CLERK AND TREASURER 


LAPORTE, INDIANA 


arly August 2,1920 
Rev J.A,Marquis D.D 
New York City. 
Ny Dear Dr Marquis: , ‘ | 
% _ Your letter regarding Dr Greist with inclosures re- 
Z ceived. I regret very much that anything has arisen to mar what we all 
thouzht the beginning of a most useful work by a man held in the hizh- 
esteem by his fellow workers in the Monticello church. 
Sometime last year Dr.Rodvers,then minister at Monticello,wrote me: 
rezarding Dr Greist who was then considering medical missions,telling ne 
of the high esteem in which Greist was hsld by all and his special qual- 
ificatiots for that work. I referred him to the committee on Sducation wh. 
when I learned that the Board sugzested that he be ordained. 
At our April meetinz of Presbytery Dr Greist was present also Mr S.Ae 
Carson and H.C.Johnston members of the session. 
No session stands higher in Presbytery than that of Monticello and 
these two men are men who do things. Mr Carson is a banker,very conser- 
tive,a man whose whole life is centered in the church,one of our 
leaders in Synod. These men told of Greists standing in church and coir 
munity for the past years,it was the very best..Our com.on Education 
was setisfied that in wiew of the line of work Greist was to engage in 
that he was worthy of ordination,. Presbytery examined him and in this 
examination all were satisfied,so we ordained him. | 
1 heard nothing more until your telezram of the 18th of June. I at once: 
called up Mr Carson by long distance,read him your telesram and | 
embodied in my message to you what he told me over the phone. 
I saw him a couple of weeks leter and he said he could not have sent 
pati rg than the o ne 1 sent youe. | 
t aphe  o antahe and copy of one | Bee you to Dr M.M.Rodgers now of 
South Bend asking that he as the fommer minister,write you,his reply 


N j n Marquis and I endorse your reply". 
nae th Heese a letter from A.E.Burton of New Castle Ind,I presume 


a sister of the first wife, She writes a very stronz letter and says 
some very uncomplimentary things. in it,especially of the S.C.of 
Lozansport Presbytery. ! sent a copy of her letter to Mr Carson and I 
intlose a copy of his reply(see inclosure) . 
It is evident that he is willing the session of Monticello bear. the: 
onus of the affair. It is certainly up to Dr Greist to make good, 
Presbytery ordained him because the testimony of men who have known hin 
for years was believed.When a man has lived in a community @s many years 
as Greist had in Monticello and nothing from formerg years has arisen we 
take a man for what we think him to be,as Presbytery and the session of 
Monticello did. Had we known of this bac« history we would not have. 
ordained him till ws were sure everything was clear but we did not know 
i¢.You and I know men who to day are leaders in our church who hed a 
record unsavory and rad before ordination but who to day are among our 
3) 
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- — Auge 6. 1920, “_ 


Reve John A Marquis DeDe 
New York City. 


Dear Sir: I am in receipt of a letter from Reve deAs Stewart 
State# Clerk ofLogansport Presbytery, enclosing a copy of a 
letter which he received from you,, also copies of letters 
to you from Mrs. WeRe Starbuck, Bérmingham, Alae, Edward Ce 
Greist and Arnold E. Greist both of New Castle Inde all in 
relation to the appédintment of Dr. HW. Greist as a Mission- 
ary under the Home Board to Alaskae Rev. Mr. Stewart has 
forwarded to you a copy of my letterto him on this subject 
in reply to a scathing letter received by him from AE. 
Burton of New Castle, Ind. who I understand is a sister of 
the first Mrs. Greist, and he suggests that I write you .* 
directe 
Since no new facts have appeared here since my letter 
to Rev. Mr. Stewart above referred to,of which you received 
a copy,I can only reiterate what I said in that letter. Not 
having kept a copy of it, I shall deal only with facts then 
and now in my mind. “Dr. Gretst's life was examplary while 
here in every respect. His present wife was born and raised 
here and she bore a spotless reputatbon, and the imputation 
of wrong doing before their marriage has very little weight 
with mee One of Dr. Greist's sons visited here and staped 
for considerable periods at the Doctofs home and they seemed 
much attachede The doctor told me one of thesons was bitter 
toward hime He said he turned over every bit of property 
he had to his fiest wife when they separated and he left 
New Castle, and started over again in Wyoming without a 
dollar, that he turhed overto his wife's sister a lot in 
payment of the note she held against him,but neglected to 
take up the note, and suit was brought in court here to 
collect this note, and that suit is still pendinge The doctor 
claims to have assisted in the boys? edtication but had not 
paid the $ 25.00. per month alimony whichi:the court directed. 
I now believe in view of the light that has come to us 
that Lr. ureist would be doing not more tnan nis duty if 
he would pay this $ 25.00 per month to nis first wite 
until this judgment is paid,and the suggestion that the 
Board be authorized to withhold this amount from his salary 
and send it to his first wife meets my approval. 

I talked to this first wife, rather she came in to hate 
a talk with mee Like all cases there are two sides but in 
my judgment the doctor is the fairer in his statements. It 
looks bad that«his first wife and sister wait<d all this 
time while the doctor was establishing himself and @limbing 


~ 
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S.A. CARSON, President 


W. M. REYNOLDS, Vice President. BERT VAN VOORST, Cashier. 


into a good practice here and growing in the esteem of the 
people and the church.here not very far from New Castle, 

that they shld wait until. he tried to become a missionary 
before they would begin these suits and raise this trouble. 

It looks like a species of blackmail or spite work to say 

the leaste This publicity has come since the session ofour 
church recommendedhis ordination to Presbytery but not « 
sufficient facts have been brought to cause us to materaally 
change our mindse The doctor*s hearing ¢s defective but did 
not seem to interfere with his medical practice here whtch 

was quite extensivee I exceedingly regret all the circumstances 
connected with his trouble with his first wife and subsequent 
failure to pay alimony adjudged against him but I am thproughly 
convinced that he is a sincere christian and that he isnot 
hypocritical or pretending. Had he not desired to become 

a missionary he could have quietly. contigtued in a good 
practice here and those people would probably never 

have troubled him. At this time i do not recall any further 
statements essential toward clearing up this unfortunate 

case but should you desire any further facts in our poss- 


-ession which I have overlooked I shall be only too glad 


to give them to you on receipt of word from youe In the 
mean time I hope you will not keep him from entering upon 
his work as I believe he can and will make goode 


Yours truly, 


EA 
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August 6, 1920. 


Rev. John A, Marquis, dD, Des 
New York City. 


Dear Sir: 


I am in receipt of a letter from Rev. 5. A. Stewart, Stated Clerk 
of Logansport Presbytery, enclosing a copy of a letter which he recsived from you, 
also copies of letters to you from Mrs. W, R, Starbuck, Birmingham, Ala., Edward 
C. Greist and Arnold E, Greist both of New Castle, Ind. all in relation to the 
appointment of Dr. H. WW. Greist as a Missionary under the Home Board to Alaska. 
Rev. Mr. Stwazt has forwarded to you a copy of my letter to him on this subject 
in reply to a scathing letter received by him from A, E, Burton of New Castile, 
Ind. who I understand is a sister of the first Mrs. Greist, and he suggests that 
I write you direct. 


Since no new fac$s have appeared here since my letter to Rev. Mr. 
Stewart above referred to, of which you received @ copy, 1 can only reiterate 
what I said in that letter. Not having kept a copy of it I shall deal only with 
facts then and now in my mind. Dr. Greist's life was exemplary while here in 
every respect. His present wife was born and raised here and she bore a spotless 
reputation, and the imputation of wrong doing before their marriage has very 
little weight with me. One of Dr. Greist's sons visited him and stayed for con- 
siderable periods at the Doctor's home and they seemed much attached. The Doc-— 
tor told’ me one of them was bitter towards him. He said he turned over every 
bit of property he had to his first wife when they separated and he left New 
Castle, and started over again in Wyoming without a dollar, that he turned over 
to his wife's sister a lot tin payment of the note she held against him, but ne- 
slected to take up the note, and suit was brought in court here to collect this 
note, and that suit is still pending. ‘he doctor claims to have assisted in the 
poys' education but had not paid the $25.00 per month ée-hie-Civet—wite-until 
tabe—judcment—is—aaia— alimony which the court directed. 


I now believe in view of the light that has come to us that Dr. Greist 
would be d@ing not more than his duty if he would pay this 325 per month to his 
first wife until this judgment is paid, and the suggestion that the Board be 
authorized. to withhold this amount from his salary and send it to his first 
wife meets my approval. 


I talked to this first wife, rather she came in to have a talk with 

me. Like all cases there are two sides but in my judgment the doctor is the 
fairer in his statements. It looks bad that his first wife and sister waited 
all this time while the doctor was establishing himself and climbing into a good 
practice here and growing in the esteem of the people and the church here not 
very far from New Castle, that they should wait until he tried to become a 
missionary before they would begin these suits and raise this trouble. It 

looks like a species of blackmail or spite work to say the least. This publicity 
has come since the session of our chureh recommended his ordination to ee 
tery but not sufficient facts have been brought to cause us to materially 
chenge our minds. The doctor's hearing is defective but did not seem to 
interfere with his medical practice here which wias quite extensive. I exceed— 
ingly regret all ths circumstances connected with his trouble with his first o 
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wife and subsequent failure to pay alimony adjusged ageinst him but I am 
thoroughly couvinced that he is a sincere Christian and that he is not 
hypocritical or pretending. Had he not desired to become a missionary he 
could have quistly continued in a good practice here and those people would 
probably never have troubled him. At this time I do not recall any further 
statements essential toward clearing up this unfortmate case but should you 
desire any further facts in our possession which I have overlooked I shal? 

be only too glad to give them to you on receipt of word from you. In the mean-— 


time I hope you will not keep him from entering upon his work as I believe he 
can and will make sood, 


Yours truly, 


(signed) S. A. CARSON, 


, ayy onemies of his intention to bes 
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August 9, 1920, 


Rev. S. Ae Stewart, D. Pes . } 
la Porte, | tt. 
Ind. ‘| 
Dear Dr. Stewart: | a 
Thanks for your ebead We nme: tel’ Bes decade 


to De. Greist. My purpose in fad the matter before you is 
twofold :— | 


ist: In order ea na ni cht be able to defend 
the Presbytery in case the attatk we have been receiving on 
him should come to you. I fear our B will be criticised 
very severely by certain people in Indiana,and also Seattle, 
for tending him as a missionary, ani you, Presbytery will 
naturally come in for its share for ordaining him. I wanted 
to put you in a position where you! ‘could be ‘Yorearmed. | 

RA St 

2nd: I am equally anxious to do everything we 
can /to make of Dr. Greist the kind of A man hp ought to be. 
I wish you would write him a letter urging him, =p sexed to 

conpecration this year and also\ urging him to give the Board 

the right to withhold from his salary $25 to/ be veld +o his | 
fingt wife, in accordance with the _ of the court granting 
the divorce. I believe if he will\do this vem Serres Mf 


f | in negara to ble tal Sipe, oF aduple: we ties Pes 
alo nothing: for that, but only ping of his sinenn) 8° continue eas 


dia the engdens he earns this Years) er ae ff aby ey a, ae Moe 


i] : ) \ Thanking you again, for your sntbrst ot help, . Ss \ | 
vf - an i aie ire | gs AS ’ 
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Very socrey yours, hg 
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Wales, Alaska, 
August 15, 1920, re 


kRev, Dr. J, A, Marquis, 

Gen'l Secretary, 

The Board of Home Wissions, 

The Presbyterian arene in the UlevAss 
New York, 


My dear Dr, Varwuis; 


It is with pleasure,aed thanksgiving to God,that I an- 
nounce our arrival in Weles on the 8th inst -- Sunday 
morning at 5 o'c, Having sailed from Seattle on the 12th 
ult, and having had a voysge of more or less distressing 
nature account gales, sea-sickness, delays,etc., we were 
indeed glad to reach our journeys end and be welcomeésto 
our new home by the Government teacher and reindeer 
superintendent, Vr. Tait, and two prominent Eskimo, who 
had remained on watch for us for 48 hrs lest they miss: 
our approach, While worn out account the inconveniences 
of the little coast-wise vessel on which we came up (4 deye eu proute ) 
from Nome end the incidental sea-sickness due to heavy 
gales en route, nevertheless I announced that we would: 
have a service thet Sabbath afternoon, and some fifty 
Eskimo greeted us warmly and appeared more than de- 
lighted that our Board has seen fit to take over this: 
field and will occupy seme, 


The problem of housing for this year had seemed a serious: 
one, With Rev. Dr. Condit I had discussed it in every 
possible phase, Neither of us knew very much of conditions, 
On leaving Nome word came that a native had offered us the 
use of his residence for the winter, and Dr. Condit 
recommended that I accept the offer on arrival, However, on 
inspection of this house, a tolerable residence for a native, 
Mrs, Greist and I determined to decline its use and forr 
various reasons hardly necessary to enumerate in detail, — 

It is some distance from the church, is very SMALL, 2 roll revues Melons 
with no room whatever for a dispensary therein -- a very 
grave matter in this arctic locality, "smelly" from seal oil 
and besmeared walls; from welrus oil and skins lying here 

and there, and so, in sort we determined to carry out a 

plan already discussed by Dr. Condit and self, that of 
remodelling and waking habitable so far as we may the old 
mission houses; the one built by Dr. Jackson and crew of 
the Rear away back when mission work was first started, eres 
cently used by the natives for their Co-operative Store. 

The old manse on the mountain side proved to be a 

splendidly constructed house and in excellent state off 
repair, However, the foundation is rapidly giving way,, 

and as the mountain side is caving off and bids fair to 


leave the house standing on the very brink at no distant ce, 
day, the already bed foundation makes it imperative:te PA. 


Rev. Dr. Varquis: «= 2, : Dr, Greist, 
Aug,15, 1920, 


hy 
save the property at an se wrecking the building and 
reslizing on the materisl therein, This would be wise« 
even tho we should not use the material at onces It is 
but a matter of time until the house will roll down into 
the sea, A better house does not stand in all of Alask@ 
in my opinion, and had it not been for the hazardous 
conditions enumerated above I would have been inclined to 
at once move therein, So, carrying out theflan discussed 
by Dr. Condit and self, I engaged three natives to assist 
me, and we-have largely removed all interior partitions- 
of ceileddconstuction, and have salvaged a nice lot of* 
lumber with very little waste, This was carried down the 
mountain side by two of the natives and gatten te the eld 
mission house some thirty feet away from the church, on a 
push cart, One native, Arthur, proves a sp#endid car- 
penter, and I engaged him to assist me in both wrecking 
the old manse and in working over the old mission house,¢ 


This Vission House stands as said close by the church, 

For some few yrs it has been used for many purposes, 

oft times as a dog house by prospectors and other whites 
who have stopped off at Wales, We have removed the shelv- 
ing and counters of the Store to a better location, a house 
offered them by the Government Bureau of Education and hard 
by, and we have begun construction of partition walls-sand 
are making good headway in changing it into a fair residence 
property, I believe we will be able to have therein some 
three @w—Feur residence rooms, a work shop, and a place for 
medical suprlies¢ a small dispensary, There is also going 
to be room for coal, 2 most essential matter, PReing close 
to the church the supply of fuel for both residence and church 
can be kept under my eye, something impossible under other 
living conditions, 


The Co-operative Store Company had taken it upon itself 

to make some repairs to this old property a year since, 

but had used lumber belonging to the Congregational 
Mission, I will pay them nothing for such repairs, 
Recently, however, this Store Company has ordered some thirty 
bundles of shingles of first quality from Seattle with 
which to put on a new roof, one side of the roof being | 
in a serious, condition, This order was pleceel several 
weeks Since and the material is e“ected here on an early 
vessel, Conditional on your approval, I have agreed 

to buy these shingles from them at first cest, We will 
absolutely need to shingle the house this sutumn, and 

thé re would not be time to place order for shingles and 

get them here this year, It yet remains to be learned 
just what these shingles will cost, bill therefor not hav- 
ing been received, All other material used will be had . 
from the old manse on the hill saving some needed floorr 
paint and some glass for Windows later on, =a 


Labor for wrecking the old manse and hauling or carrying 
to new location such material as we have used has cost 

men 2 men, 22 HPs each, @ 587). e-s-+ sess s5shet ean - $225 
Arthur, the carpenter, to date, four days of eicht hrs,, 
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a And I will need to use Arthur some few days longer, 

It is needless to add that I have worked as hard and 

as constantly as have these men, While the results 

Will prove far from being a Fifth Avenue mansion, nev- 
theless, we will heve a manse of no mean quelity, one which 
will serve for a bit, and one which will cost the 

Roard but @ small sum constructed as we are constructing 
its interior from salvaged material from the otherwise use- 
less manse on the hill, 


If, how, the Board will sunport me in my course and 

supply me with moneys with which to pay these bills, 
I will be much pleased, Dr. Condit handed me fifty 
dollars with which to weet any emergency on arrival, 
That will go that far, 


In the past, these natives have heen naid for hauling coal 
from the beach up to the church or mission house, and I 
fear they will expect remuneration for such service now, 
They pitched in and carried up suche plies as came just 
before our arrival, but I know not how fer their generos- 
ity will extend,. We are ew@pecting thirty tons of coal,. 


Because ef the great distance to either Dr, Condit or to 
New York, and becauseé4f the deley in the mails, I would 
respectfully ask if it would be consistent with your 
policy to allow me an expense fund with which to meet 

such emergencies?* Using it judiciously and with cares 

it would be a source of setisfaction and relief, situated 
as I am, 


There are now comparatively few natives in Weles 

account many being with herds of deer, others at Nomec or 
Teller or other villages up and down the cesst visiting, 

but I am authoritatively advised that we will have perhaps 
150 natives here this winter, At Shishmareff, some 60 
miles North; there is a village of 140, There are two fem- 
ilies south a few miles, On Little Diomede there arec 

100 souls ond on Big Diomede there aré about 50, All 

told, I have & list of some S00 natives properly in this dis- 
trict to whom I hope to minister, And in emercercies: these 
peoples can get to Wales, And this without considering 
the/Siberian shore at all, 


IT have found in the old manseeon the hill the architects. 
blue prints of the church here located, These I am 
sending to you, In a preliminary way I would sucrcest that 
the Roerd rentiumxx consider: the advisability of building 

an addition to this church another yeer, and with a view 

to providing hospital facilities, This churéh auditorium 
is too large for the present needs since 170 died from Flu 
16 mos since, and some few families have removed: 

account fear and because of their bereavement, If now; 


thismauditorium were cut up into hospital rooms; and a 
small chapel addedias a wingcin rear perhaps, with residence 


rooms for the missionary as another wing possibly, 
a heating plant and electric light outfit Supplied, it 


Ra 
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would at once prove en inexpensive propositien and in 
my Opinion serve a gravely needed blessing to this coast, 


Not all, but a goodly portion of needed material can be had 


from the old manse on the hill, There is a large arount 
of spelndid framing material therein, erd ef excellent qua}- 
ity, Some of this of course will be needed in con- 
adtructing sheds for fuel for our present needs;, and we 

have none of adequate proportions at present, Put this 
Shed material now exists in form of shedding at the old 
menses end for such purpose we will not touch the main 
residence, 


It is believ&d by many in position to know that this irme- 
diate toast is on the verge of a revival of tin mining of 

no meen dimensions, These mines wae considerable ef nats vec 
help, This source of income will preve an incentive for 
natives to return to their native village, those 

whe have gone out to Nome and elsewhere in the desire te 
€arn goodly wages, And the whites es well will be in sore 
need of medical or rather hospital help in ense of accident, 
Not less than seven: ship-wrecks have occurred within 

the last twelve-month elensc this cesst, between Nome and 
Ketzebue Sound, Recently one occurred within a few miles 
of Wales and the seventeen people on board were breveht heres 
in serious,condition, the teachers in this school caring 

for them until awex able te travel, A men curing the last 
winter fell end broke his leg, a compound fracture. 

erdfor ten days lay with bones extending beyond the flesh, 
it being impossible to get help to him, While he finally 
made a sort of recovery, yet he is crippled for life whereas 
with hospital facilities here and competent mutitrak: surgical 
care he would in all probability havemade e far better 
recovery, I have seen two cases*since teing here, native 
children now in need of hospital cere, Parents will 

not give them that attention erderedg. .- Gne child bids fair 
to lose the sight of one eye account neglect of simple care 
at home entirely potble the parents, but whick is net 
had, While we have a total contributing population off 

not more than 5CO, nevertheless it is not in numbers*but 

in those serious and all too eloquent: conditions which ceuse 
es me to make this early preliminary report. on such survey 
as I heve been eble to make in this short time,. 


No Sunday Sehool has been held here for the year past, 
VNVeetings of a sort have. been irregulerly held with help 

of the school teachers, but the people are in sed need ef 
fundamental Christian teaching, Few Bibles are in the: 
village, but the order sent me of 25 Bibles and as 

many Chapel Hymnals will prove a blessing, I have ne 
Sundey School supplies other than what I was ablee 

to secure through the courtesy of the Raptist Supply House 
in Seattle, We ordered them from San Francisco, but they 
heave not come to hand, and some time since I wrote your 
office begging for something along this line, 


Our household supplies and groceries are partially arrived,. Pee 


Rev, Dr. Marquise-5, Dr. Greist, 
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and pending completion of our, "mans@,, and the ar- 

rival of our supplies, we are accepting the most generous: 
hospitality of vr, end yrs, Tait, Government teachers. 

in@& because my time and thought are so occupied with these 
building operations and other plans and anxieties incident 
to getting settled ere cold weather, (and we need? 

fires all the while, temperature having been below: forty 
much of time since our arrival,) -- becsuse of all this I 
am as yet holding but one service on Sabbath, So s00n as 
we get settled I wish to organize a Sunday Scheel, and 
will hold hoth a morning and night services 

At the present time, we have but about BOO lbs of coal, 
Our thirty tons havaag yet to put in anpeerance, We brought 
eight sacks with us on the small vessel, The Government. 
teechers are arem out of fuel, and the situation is indeed 
sericus, We are economising as best w& can, but I do nogt 
feel it safe to use it so largely in the church in fece of 
a femine,s The lemps also in church were removedsin 

time of the awful epidemic of Flu and used‘elsewheres and 
are in bad condition if to be found at all, There we 
some twenty or more window glass e180 broken out of church 
building which must be replaced ere winter; and even now 
this condition makes for a cold house, 


In case it is decided to not build residence rooms:and 

a chapel in connection with present church edifice, itt 

will slso be necesssry another summer to do additional work 
on this old mission house I am now trying to make habitabl 
for this winter, It would be well to edd to its outer walls: 
by tar paper and shingles; like the church and school house, 
and new sash and glass ought be put ih, those in place at 
present being made by natives here and very crude and ineffic= 
ient, The floors ere exceedingly rough from dog feed having 
been chopped up thereén, Wre, Greist will try to ; 

do with them this year, but new flooring ought be putt in, 
provided the house is used as residence another year, 

We are trying to do with crude meke-shifts this presenti 
Séason, realizing the truth of that you told me in advencce, 
that we are upon our own rescurces as truly as tho we were 

in Central Africae, and perhaps even more so,. this letter 
phrase being my own, We are smiling the while end are 
anticipating a winter of enjoyment in feeding these needy 
people who so greedily dtink in every work. of thagi] say 

to them, and who are 80 over-joyed that s "missionary doctor": 
hes come to them, 


I talked to them todey upon GOD, seeking to inculcate ae proper 
comprehension of His attributes, etc, I will follow it: 
up by @ lesson upon the Bible and its significance, 

The; I will take up the great facts of Sin, the Voral Law ,, 
the Atonement, etc,, etc., and seek to teach by precept and 

exemple, They xeuxyneed fundamental Christian teaching,. 

And they theed'ithe teaching of a twelve year oldj. . 
God help me to rise to this greet opportunity,, and make me 
wise and withall give me understanding, Pray for me-and 
mine, Doctor Varquis, for we need it and greatly, 

Mey He help me téowin Wales and this coast for God and 


Rev. Dr. Marquis -- 6, Dr. Greist; 
Aug.15, 19 


| and may it prove a substantial work, Unfortunately, some 
“—“missionaries,so called,in this coast heretofore have been 
guilty of that unbecoming their embassadorship for Christ, 
qt least the natives believe them to have been guilty,which 
amounts to the same thing so far as results ar® concerned, 
-and a lar@e degree of prejudice exists, There are one or 
two helf-breed children here who are known by the names of 
men who dared stand before this people and attempt to 
instruct them in the ways of God}! But, while I am 
not using the name Presbyterianism,. and am proposing to 
preach Christ and Him crucified purely, nevertheless these 
peeple do know that @ chngecin this mission has taken plaéce,, 
and they seem to believe that because cf that change: 
they may ressonably e®pect. something more all along the line,. 
I simply told them that our Presbyterian Board in New» 
York has taken over this mission and will conduct iti 
hereafter, that I am proposing to serve this people-in His: 
name and as the Board's representative, and warned them thatt 
we have set our mark high,. 


With your approval I believe I will ineugurate in a small 
wey the self supporting pete ee These natives are,many of 
them,making good wages andrare worth through their 
deer herds from $1000 to $50,000 each,. They can well) 
afford to pay something for medical services,, and in thee 
end as with Dr. Grenfell's people, I think it will make for 
beter things, self-respect, etc, “Rhey exgect pay for: 
everything they de for the mission, and gratuitous giving 
to the Eskimo seems to make for poverty of soul, I would 
make but a nominal charge, sufficient possibly te 
pay for the medicine in some cases, This would be 
put into a reserve fund with which to meet some of the ‘ 
missionts e*xpenses, and tho small yet it would prove: a@ get! 
double blessing, in my judgment, What say you? Ge . 
Even tho a nominal charge of 25¢ as with Dr, Gypefifélj], 
it would serve it one purpose, that of inculcating thee 


wExv idea of paying for that they get,. 


We brought with us from Nome a few articles off 

second-hand furniture only, and that with the approval) 
of Dr. Condit, It seems very meagerrand uncouth as- 
compared with our I ndiana home, but we ere prposing to 
face it alli’with splendid good humer, I? purchased three 
pieces of furniture myself at Nome to make the outfit. mores 
complete, paying for them, I found some odds and ends: in 
way of furniture in the old mansej; but all dishes-and furnit+ 
ure of any valuechad been carried away during the epidemiic: 
for uss of the natives or those who were caring for thems. 
We have salvaged one table, however, which is 4 blessing- 
as we brought none here,. “4 


I now believe it will be well to go slow inyorganising a= 
church, While the Gongregationalists seem to have had such» 
organization, yet it has fellen asunder, and many have 

lost their Christian experience, I will hasten slowly,. 

The natives had a committee of seven headed by @ "praying 
man," who have tried to keep the church going, and meritt 


4? 
Rev. Dr. Marquis -- 7. pr. Greist, 
Aug.e15, 1920 


praise and consideration, I will keep my ey© 

on that committees I have invited them to cooperates 
with me until such time as we see fit to make other 
arrangements, or until we organize the church,. 


With the hope that my course s0 far meets with 

wiok your approval, and again asking your prayerssin our 
behalf, and that I may above all things show myself a 
workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing 
the word of truth, and with renewed assurances of my 
esteem, I am 


Sincerely oe 


Z£, Ps EF #2 e 


Wales, Alaska, Sep.1, 1920, 


Dr. John A. Marquis, 

General Secretary, the Board of Home Missions, 
The Presbyterian Church in the U.Sehe, 

New York. 


Dear Doctor Marquis: 


Seferring to yours of the 27th July which reached me two days 
Sinc@e 


Your letter both surprises and pains me -- all but wholly 
unfits me for work. While yet in Seattle Dr. Condit handed me a mass 
of correspondence bearing on these allegations as to my character, 
but I dared hope with Dr. Condit that fresbytery's well deserved 
exonepation would close the matter. br. Condit had not been in my 
Monticello office an hour last May until I broached the subject of my 
divorce and told him of the "hornet's nest" stirred up through my 
former wife and her people learning of my acceptance by your Board for 
service in Alaska. But I take up your letter by paragraph. 


AS to my defective hearing, I yet maintain it is "slight," 
i manage excellently well in the country, away from city stress of 
street and office where so much noise exists, My memory has 
always been that of this infirmity I wrote your office fully in 
i914--'15, when first I made application for work in Alaska. 
Incidentally I referred to it in a letter to Dr. Young AugelO, 1918, 
telling him that thereby I was "disqualified" for service in the 
Army Medical Corps. I wrote of it also to you April 21, 1920. 
And while at this time and place I cannot find the carbon copy, yet I 
feel very sure, and quite distinctly remember, addressing a letter 
to your office within the year referring at length to this matter, 
then telling of Mrs. Greist's trouble being even worse than mine. 
But I added, In as much as in neither of us has the difficulty inter- 
fered materially with our professional work, I being examiner for some 
six or eight leading old line insurance companies who are most par- 
ticular as to these things, -- in view of that I could not believe 
it would disqualify us for mission worke In no sense and to no degree 
have 1 markt sought to befog the matter, or inadequately advise you. 
I urged the visit of Dr. Condit to Monticello because of this and other 
reasons as well, but unfortunately at that particular time Mrs. Greist 
was in hospital. Mrse G. gets on admirably with the natives here, and 
herein lies the secret -- her personality appears to disarm any 
embarassment on part of the natives. Mrs. Ge wears her audiphone 
rarely, and has not had it on since her arrival in Wales. Ordinarily 
she uses it for concerts and lectures only, that she may not miss a 
note or worde She used it in Seattle that she might make sure of 


catching every word of Dr. Condit. 


As to my divorce, I must take emphatic issue with you in the 
statement that I failed to tell you the "whole truth," if by that you 
mean any matter of vital interest to the Boarde I could not be ex- 
pected to advise you of all the false reports pertaining to me. 
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‘treatment I would permit her to remain my legal wife. Throug 
did Si the support of herseif . and chi iinae. " she oral 
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45° | Mr. Hunter, author of the ethan ‘cone of cpg. 3 ou pe a 
is Mrs, Greist's attorne , and evidently seeks to enhance his: ce 
His cowardly attack is a tissue of falsekood. zs 


Mrs. Starbuck, copy of whose letter you also SmOCR "7 
a sister of Mrs. Greist, and is biassed. In so far as her Ba 


het upon my honor as a Chri stian gentleman it is as false as bina 0: 7 
Mr. Hunter. =e 


If you have letters from my two younger sons, Arnold and 
Elwood, you should know that for several years they have been under 
the almost constant influence of their mother and her people and have 
been drilled and coached in their belief as to their father's delin- ye 
quincy and in their evident hatred of mee While they are now manly youd 
men, and are reached the years of discretion, nevertheless they were too 
young at the time of the disruption of their father's home to distinctly | 
remember all those matters leading to the éeparation and final divorce 
of their parentse If you will write or ask to call upon you my eldest 
son, Mr. Wishard H. Greist, of Route 2, Hempstead, Long Island, N. fey ab 


who is a married man now 26 yrs of age, anda Christian gentleman, ; i 
he will in an unbiassed manner discuss all these matters with you. ro 
His age was such that he has a very vivid memory of much which entered — is 


into all this gad affair, He also knows his aunts int imately and 
As to that note alleged to be owing by me to Mrs. Burton, Sas 

I must decline to discuss it as justly due her by mé. The facts are 
these, but you must bear with me in its full explanation which of 
necessity is lengthye And in this matter Il am bameing matters which my 
attorney has demanded that I not discuss lest in so doing we show our 
hani*to the others, and I would ask that this paragraph at least be not ES 
shown my former wife, her sisters or her attorney--not until | 
after a forthcoming érial as to this note at leaste 

Mrse Greist am I borrowed that mone y in good faith and,as aA 
by the Indiana statutes,we both siened the note, After the separation 
Mrs. Starbuck (one of the Gmlitors,) called upon me and alleged that ~~ 
the original note was lost and asked that a duplicate be signed by mee 
This I readily consented to do but insisted emphatically that Mrs. Greist 
must Likewise sign the samee Mrs. Starbuck assured me that she would x 
have such sigature attached, and placing all confidence in Mrs. Stazbuek 
I made out the note and signing it handed it here Mrs. Breist has 
never signed that notee Shortly thereafter I foun necessary to | 
sue Mrs. G. for divorce, and then it was that my bank notified me that 
certain notes were with them for collection in favor of Mrs. ‘Stetisepeele 
Without seeing the notes I asked Mrs. Starbuck to kindly withdraw the — Si: 
notes, assuring her that in good time I would care for the obligation, * ny: 
for obligation I then regarded it. Now to the point: In open court tie aC 
judge announced it asfhis intention to give me the decree sought, but ai 
asked that property rights be.settled out of court after whic re: Prat 
would make them a part of record. Mrs. G. blocked me effectually in cs 
every honorable effort, however, and in time I referred the matt er bac! to 
the court as beyond me. That same night, however, my three sons: : 
st my apartments and, after many hours of tearful interview and ‘pra 76: 
I agreed to their importunities to not divorce their mother, and at ¥ 
even that late mmmrx day asked the court next morning to wipe Shere 8%, 
record clean, to dismiss the whole case as tho never tried, tel gud 
him that so long as Mrs. Ge would let me alone and cease her p 


oat an oe a 
” oat 
> 


attorneys that same day I also deeded ewery bit of my real : 
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close up my business, to leave New Castle and to seek out a new location 
elsewhere, and that pending my re-establishment professionally she would 
faithfplly "let me alone,” and in no way attempt to injure m@ée oo — 
In consideration of this promise I deeded the property to her with == 
power to seal, barter, or mortgage and without any consent on my part 
the same as tho I might be dead. Any written contract between man and 
wife in Indiana is null and woid, hence it had to be a "gentleman's ee 
agreemente" I took a chance and did it, and infface of the protestations 
of many friends and my own people. It was agreed that all obligations 
resting on the home should follow the home, hence the eotee fcr pale aan 
money must of necessity be included altho they wre not protected by 
mortgage, And for this reason I refuse to recognize the legality or 
the j¥stice of that note, not unless the court shall in a forthcoming ~~ 
trial so order, ey : ? > a 


solemnly promising good behavior, that she would permit me to pese 


Within a few months of my going to Casper, Wyoe, Mrs. Greist 
began a systematic harassment of me there, writing many letters serious- 
ly reflecting upon my character and addressed them to proménemt people 
in Casper, notably the sheriff, the post-mistress, the mayor, and busin= 
ess people. I ignored those letters because my life was an open book ~~ 
to all. And further, because all could know that the most damaging 

charges were utterly falsee Among other matters she charged that Test 
I had taken to Wyoming with me that wanan who is now my wife, and that 
I was ing clandestinely with her in Vaspere This was absolutely 
false. My present wife did not accompany me to Wyoming, and at no o. 
time was in Wyoming, and for some three years did not even see her 
there Or elsewhere, not until shortly before our marriage 11 mos and 22 ~~ 


days subsequent to my divorce which I was compelled to sue for account  — 
the continued maddening and scandalous actions on part of my first wife. 
These are facts which can be proven and which were prove} in open aoe 
court in Wyoming. And because of these many scandelouds ama proven- 


false allegations,on part of Mrs. Greist (#1) my divorce was granted 


: The truth is, Mrs. Greist was insanely jealous for many years 
and that without proper cause, hundreds of times during the sixteen yrs of 
our attempted life together demanding legal separation, ami forcing it 
upon me in many ways unnecessary to discuss at this timee I married ~— 

her in the belief that she was in full sympathy with my desire to enter ~~ 
upon medical mission work for which I ha so carefully trained myself, 
but within a fortnight discovered that she ne pe real intention of ever — 
permitting me to engage in Christian work, byt,She and her people opposed 


¢ me in ite And taking up Fortune tellers, slate writers, clairvoyancy f 


‘ 


amd such cults, she patronized them secretly for years, spending much ae 12) 
money with them, travelling as far as Chicago and elsewhere to EW@MMEE ~~ 
consult them as to matters of importance, and apparently had no further 
interest in the Church. These were but minor things as compared with 
mach else, but it made for lack of harmony. And she demanded that para ; 
children be permitted full liberty to rm the streets atnight, to 

attend shows of questionable repute four or five times per week, am fg 

otherwise opposed me in my desire to train my boys properlye Finally. + 
the separation was consented to by me, or rather I recognized it, & "dy 


, As to alimonye In this matter only have -° faile 
I have. Yor one ae er I was ill in bed for months a 
divorce and my finarmes got to alowebb. During m 
I had two of my boys with me and 
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‘his mother and sent to California on some "wild goose" errand connected 
with a girl friend of his, and there he squandered his substance and was 


- keeping house for me and theme One of my sons was given some $300 by rom be 


in a bad waye I sent him money and brought him to Casper and there put * 


him on his feet, getting him a Government job, and kept him for nearly 

two years and without any remuneration on his parte I have very gener- 

ally purchased for my boys their amnual supply of clothing, and 

when they havé come to visit me in Monticello have paid their rail 

road expenses, and given them additional sums for further expense in con- 

nection with school work. I kept my smat the Indians University until 

he enlisted in the army for the war. I kept him in Indianapolis when 

he was studying architecture -- psying his expenses there. I cent 

one son to Wyoming two years since to secure a year's experience on & 
ranch with Ex-Governor Carey, at Casper, but the boy insisted later 

on repaying me that which I had expended for his car-fare and outfit. 


I have urged the boys to come to me for a home repeatedly and often, es 


and they well know my home is theirs whenever they so electe And my 
two sons now ready to enter upon university life must testify, if the 
truth yet lies in them, that I promised them funds this year towards their 
college work. Because they have sold papers is no reflection per s6 
upon their father -- that has been done by the sons of many prominen 


wed 


men financially able to care for their boys. It is good business treining, 


These same aunts who criticise me in this matter borrowed from those boys 
their newspaper money, and for years refused to repay ite 
And this same sister-in-law of mine borrowed a large sum fram me yoars 
azo, and has never repaid it in whole or in part, and likewise with 
intersste It igs she who is now suing me for the purchase money on that 
propertye My account against her for that borrowed money is "out-lLawed" 
and uncollectable, but she hesitates not to charge me with the notee 
It is an exceedingly. poGy rule whi¢h works,in but oe directione at 

t ermit mMé to say as to mony: *ecause that order was entered — 
Sead: e Wyoming Court, subject to review on court's part if at any time 
I should ask for a modification, and because I amno longer in 
Wyoming, I deliberately have taken it upon myself to support my 
boys to the extent I could directly rather than through their mothere 
Her extravagence and tendency to spend the money with questionable 
people, influenced me in this. I have paid her some alimony altho 
a@he denies it. 1 have #éf cancelled cheeks to prove it. Sat most of 
my support has been directly given my boys. Mrs. Greist has not suffered, 
because of the property I gave her and because further of a legacy <beues 
left her by her parents, and ha nervous condition is self inflicted — a 
rather than due to me. Having bankrupt me sane two or three times she 
is determined on ruining me nOWe When last I saw my son Arnold, he 
came 40 Monticello with a fine suit of clothing, and hai two or three 


others, had purchased a fifteen dollar pair of shoes en houte, and I then 


very far better than that I had. My three sons are all self- ae 
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declined to give him money for further clothing, his outfit being far -- 


.. 


supporting, am have money invested in Government bondSe Notwithstand- 


ing this, 1 have offered to help them through college am intended to ~~ 
so dO. © And Mrs. Greist's financial condition is much better than iar, Say 
mine, largely because of the property I gave here 71 have desired to pera 
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eral Assembly as right and propere I was a virgin boy when 
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the many problems involved as a gentleman should and with what is more= 
Christian grace. I have maie mistakes -- who would have proven proof — 
against error? But my conscience is clear. ; SOR ae 


ask, Just what do you mean by this? My record is not bad other then 
unfortunate, and unfortunate I have been in that I have been the a) 
victim of most distressing circumstancéSe — I made a bad marrfiage 
in my early years, and then made matters worse by trying hard for sixt 
long and unhappy years to make the best of a bad bargain t 

bring the family name into disrepute by divorce pr oceedingSe 
repented of this oft times, clearly seeing in recent years how 
the mistake. My divorce was grented for reasons recogni 


at 26, and for sixteen years I remained absolutely true to that wife”. > @ 
notwithstanding she had long failed to merit my faith and truste Pape 
I was conscientious, law abiding, and made a strong attempt to be "Kant 


true to my church obligations altho it proved a hard task, the Lattere > | 


Family prayers were continued until I was forced by her to give it upe Se 
Bible reading in the early morning was discontinued as early aS our = 
third year of married life, But 1 continued my Sabbath School work eee 
and attendance upon Church for some years thereafetr over and above "ga 
her protests. Is it a sin to be sinned again st? To God I must answer, 


He fortunately being my Judgée > aa 


And on this foundation I stand, 1 amhere in Wales through = 
no financial desire, but rather because of a long felt wish to do misdon ~ 
worke 1 sacrificed a beautiful home, a good medical and surgicaLs <=> sg 
practice which promised even more in the future, friends, and socal 
‘opportunity, all to come to Alasia, and for what? -- For conscience saké@s 


wife end her people that I was about to realize my a 
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engage in various legal and other fights. 


record is clear, above reproach. 1 challenge any man to show just — es 
cause for criticism, 1 court the trust and confidence of the Beatae. va 


work ahead of mee I wrote the Board as ful s- Peat 
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al. I have tried to do my best, worried as I 
early in my letter, I stipposed “resbytery's vin 
subjecte However, you now have my statement, 


gm at a loss to comprehend your full meanin 
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In accord with your demand: ae am send in bir, Bayle 
‘i send monthly to Mrs. Greist check for tether Ta a under pro 
test inasmuch as this matter is in the Indiana courts, and awaits that 
court's adjudication, I greatly fear this action at this + ime will i oe 
Jeopardise my case, but since you leave me ‘no eRe Lad I romp te 
Stand you, I can put unwillingly yields "aie 
| es: aah: 
As to your post script, ‘relative to work up and down this im 
a iate coast, and as to our hopes for hospital facilities another year, 
I would refer you with all respect to your recent letters and to ieee 
from Dr. Young. I particularly refer you to yours of Mch.30, 1920. | Bi 
And in the last paragraph of Dr, Young's letter of April 28, 20, Ms a bts de. 
matter of "boats" for use up and down the coast is referred to. res a” 
merely referred to these matters to Dr. Condit and to Mr. Gould as h 
of mine for another year. ‘The Goverhment nurse is not¢ ere, as you. 
Supposed, but you could not know that when you wrote the letter, * 
With the very best spirit in the world, and with the diciee waned 
to honorably put myself right with the Board --~ to have ny a undoreaas Ody 
if you will, and with all persona 1 ee aie 2 I remain 


Boardg so wills it, 


yr PRESBYTERY OF LOGANSPORT 
REv. S. ARTHUR STEWART, D. D. 


; Fon! ee ark lai Ad al at oy 
A ware certainly the days when elleged claims should have been pressed 
tou instead of waiting until he ‘had cut loose from Monticello and was on 


the eve of going to Alaska. : : 
Our Presbytery meets next week and | for one will instst¥ that Dr Greist 
come "clean"on @m the alimony if he has not done so. | 


It igs embarrassing to us as a Presbytery and more so to the Home 
Board,but as you say it is up to the doctor to make good. 


Sincerely 
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iy PRESBYTERY OF LOGANSPORT 
: REV. S. ARTHUR STEWART, D. D. 
om STATED CLERK AND TREASURER 
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Sept 15,1920 


New York City:- fee 5 
My Dear Dr Marquis:- I have delayed answering your last 


letter reearding Dr Greist until I could get some further information 


alone certain lines. Upon its receipt | wrote the Clerk of the Courts 
at Casper Wyoming,asking for the date of the Greist divorce, 

terms or decree of court in the case,and also if if terms had been 
met. The Clerk is not evidently interested in the matter as I can 
cet no reply from him. Perhaps you will be able do do sopit the claimsof 
theformer wife are are substantiated by the Wyoming Court then we: 

have evidence which will help in righting former wrongs. 

I saw Dr Rodgers the former minister of Vonticello at Winona the other 
day,he cannot understand why the former wife ‘and her friends did not 
come forward with this before,especially since the Home Board has been 
considering Dr Griest so long before an appointment was nade, and 

when they knew he was enjoying a large practice,Rodgers is satisfied it 
was at least $6000.00 a year,during which time his sons would visit hin 
he seemine fond of the boys and they df him,those days when he wa 

held in high esteem by the people of vonticellgand with a lucrative: 
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SUBJECT; Wales. Seattle, September 16, 1920, 


Rev. John A. Marquis, De Des 
156 Fifth Aveme, Muay 
New York, Ne Y- 


Dear Dr. Marquis; 


As indicated in the "General Letter" herewith accompanying, Doctor and Mrs. 
Greist reached Wales the 10th of August, or near to that date. Part of their freight was 
ve hand woon their arrival, and the balance came soon after. I reached Wales on the 23rd 
of August. 


le = Ss eist. 


I found that Dr, Greist was very busy with alterations of the Store building 
Which he was making over into a residence and dispensary. He was tearing down the interior 
of the old Manse and using it im putting up partitions in the former Store buildins. This 
work he was conducting very effectively with the help of some of the natives. 


It was gratifying to learn both from Mr, Tait, the Bureau of Education 
feachor, and from Arthur Nagazaruk, the Native Interpreter, that the Greist's were making 
good. This is due in part probably to the great joy of the community in again having a 
Missionary who in this case is also a Doctor. The experience of the Winter alone can deter- 
mine whether they will be able to do the work which we expect of them. Personally I have 
not changed my views as to their appointment. 


Ze ——- Equipment. 


Quy equipment consists of (1) The Ghurch Building, which is a well constructed 
edifice, approximately 20 X 30 feet, in good condition. It is seated with home made benches; 
has a good stove, bell, and pulpit, and an organ which is worn out. I hope to be able to 
provide an organ from a Church in Kansas where my brother-in-law is pastor, if we continue 
fin this field. (2) The Store Building. This is a one-story building, which is being re~ 
modelled by Dr. Greist for residence purposes. When his plans are completed he will have 
¢hree good rooms, one quite large, together with pantry, closets, sheds, etc. His thought 
is that this is only a temporary arrangement, as he is looking forward to some kind of a 
Hospital Building for noxt year. (3) ‘The Old Manse, which is an imaccessible place, and 
is now being wreeked. his building contains a large amount of valuable timber, which 
gould be used in the construction of a hospital. . 


There were a few articles of furniture in the old Manse, which are still 
available. In addition, I provided the necessary articles sufficient to furnish the resi- 
gence — a range, heater, beds, chairs, dishes, etc., etc. The house is, therefore, fur. 


5, -— The People. 
’ 


There are probably 180 people at Wales and close to that mumber at 
Shismareff, 90 miles distant. Im addition, there are a few white people at Tin City and 
at Lost River, which are tin mines and do not have mich of a winter population, if any, 
put which may be fairly included in the Mission field. The Natives are of a fine type, 

es iding themselves on the fact that there is but one half~breed child in the commnity, 

of vey have long been noted as the warriors of the Coast. Because of their proximity 


“em 


to the Diomede Islands and Siberis they give promise of serving as a connecting link 
in reaching the Unchristianized Natives of Siberia. 


4, — Hospital. 


Dr. Greist will write you at length regarding a hospital building for 
mext year. His plan is to take the Church for a Hospital and re-model it accordingly, 
and to erect a new building for Church purposes. ‘his may be the wisest plan, but 
until sufficient reason is forthcoming, it would seem to ie better to build a hospital, 
if thought advisable, and leave the Ghurch building as it is. I would not consider it 
advisable to erect anything but a modest building for Hospital purposes. The whole 
question of the future of this work is to be considered in the light of the representa~ 


tions of the Methodists, who wore in Alaska this summer, to which I refer in a separate 
letter. , | 


Sincerely yours, 
(signed) JAMES H. CONDIT, 


Genuéral Missionary. 
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SUBJECT: Relation of Methodist Seattle, September 16, 1920, 
Church to the work at 


pc PRR eR IN 


Rey. John Ae Marquis, D. Des 
156 Fifth Aveme, 
New York, WN. Y: 


Dear Doctor Marquis: 


Mrs. D. Be Street, the Kenosaw, Washington, D. 0. Secretary of 
Deaconess and Hospital Work, of the Woman's Missionary Society of the Methodist Church, 
and also a member of the Inter-Ghurch Comittee, Mrs. J. H. Parsons, 5507 Sixth Avenue, 
Tacoma, Washington, National Bureau Secretary for Alaska, of the same society, and Reverend 
J. @. McQueen, Juncau, Alaska, Superintendent of Methodist Missions for Alaska, were 
fellow passengers with me from Nome, having come down the Yulcon River from Skagway, in the 
interests of their work. 7 


They have called my attention, and as I understand it, in an official 
end formal way, to the apparent violation of the new allocation agreement between denomi- 
nations in Alaska in the establishment of our work at Wales. They contend that Wales is 
in the section allotted to them, and that they had expected to survey that field this 
Summer with aview to making overtures to the Gongregational Society for the acquisition 
of that work, and the taking over of the property. They expressed surprise that the 
Presbyterian Board has taken over the field without auy reference to the recent comity 
agreement and without consideration by the Inter—CGhurch Comnittes. 


f believe that in the interest of efficient administration their con- 
tention is right. ‘They could care for Wales in connection with their important orphanage 
work at Nome to good advantage. Apparently also the Seward Peninsula is clearly their 
field. In consultation with Mrs. Street, I called attention to the fact that in our judg~- 
ment the only adequate provision for Wales is along the line of Medical Missionary work, 
requiring a Minister, who is also a Doctor. This would seem to put the administration 

under the Men's Board, rather than the Woman's Organization. 


It would seem that the matter is one for consideration at the Inter- 
Ghurch Gouncil, and I would suggest that it be so taken up. If it is deemed advisable 
to transfer this work to the Methodist Society, it might be advisable to do so om condition 
that they continue the work, according +o present plans, as well as assume the expenditures 
which we have made. It is just possible also, that they would be glad to avail themselves 
of the services of Dr. Greist in this new arrangement, and that he would be willing to 
gontinue in charge under such adjustment. Should this adjustment be made it would open 
the way for taking up the work at Waiuwright in our own territory, and also make more 
advisable the re-opening of our St. Lawrence Island field. 


This matter should be considered and decided as soom as possible, in 
order to open the way early for the above extension of our activities. 


Sincerely yours, ’ 
(signed) JAMES H, CONDIT, 


General Missionary. 


PRESBYTERY OF LOGANSPORT 


REV. S. ARTHUR STEWART, D. D. 
STATED CLERK AND TREASURER 


LAPORTE. INDIANA 


Sépt 29 1920 
Rev John A.Warguis D.D- 
New Yor City 
My Dear Dr Marcuis:- - 
I have heard from the @ler< of.the. Gagner Wyoming — 

Courss. There is nothing to indicate whether or not the order of the: 
Court bas been carried out beyond. that in.1916 he was in arrears and was 
directed topay up what was back. , 
I have written him at length that if the facts are as alleged by his 
enemies it is for him to make good and to direct the Board to hold back 
vart of his salary. also that he,if innocent get in touch with S.A. Comm 
Carson of ¥Yonticello and give hin data for defence. 
I was in Monticello yesterday,Griest has nany friends there but none 
of them will support him if it be true that he has not complied with 
Court orders 

I wish I knew why. the ex wife and her sisters did not push things 
when Dr Griest was prosperous. in Monticello. 
Any further light on the subject coming to me I will send you. 


Sincerely , 3 


| September 22, 1920, 


Rev. S. Arthur Stewart, Ds Gs 
Laporte, 
Indians, 


Dear Dr, Stewart: : 


Your letter. of the isth in. Sacnt to Dr. Greist 
is hore. My fecling is that the less publicity we give the 
matter the better it would be both for the Presbytery and 
the Board. Dr. Greist is on his field new and any further — 
action we take in the matter ought to be directed to him 
rather than the public. I am anxious that the Presbytery 
and the Board join in trying to make the doctor see the bad 
mess he has made. I have a strong feeling that we ought 
both to insist on his paying the alimony tne court directed 
him at the time he got the divorce. If we can enable him 
to make good as a Christian and a missionary that will be 
far better than vindicating ourselves by punishing him for 
the past. If you were to write him a letter along the lines. 
of the letter I wrote to him, emphasizing the fact that the 
Presbytery will join the Board in siving him & chance, but - 
that he must play the Christian from this on, I think it 
will oe nee the Purpose, 


: Thanking you for. your help rae Sigient in the | 
matter, I am 


ory sincerely yours, 


JAM: ES | 


PRESBYTERIAN MISSION AT W ALES 
Cape rince of Wales, 

Wales? Alaska, 

September 28, 1920. 


Reve Dr. J. Aw Marquis, 

General Secretary, 

The Board of Home Missbns, 

The Presbyterian Church in the U.S.A., 
New York City. 


Dear Doctor Marquis: 


Reve Doctor Dondit advises me that a quarterly Report 
is due at end of September for work of previous ee months, 
amd that blanks therefor always accompany Commission at 
beginning of year or at appointment. But as I have not 
received a commission,and no blanks, I am attempting to cover 
such matters in my report sent herewith as from memory he 
told me ought be reported. 


In this connection permit meto say that, account the 
great amount of work incident to getting my residence in 
shape fr winter, coal sheds, etc., and fa@ reason of but 
little coal being here, and no church lights at all, I did not 
venture upon more than one service each Sunday until last 
Sabbath, at which time we organized a Sunday School, am at 
night held evening service with aid of two lanterns. 
Fully two-thirds of the population are as yet absent from 
Wales, but are expected back ere end of this approaching October. 
Sunday School will be difficult with but one interpreter as now, 
but with return of the people there will be two or three addition 
al interpreters and I thought last Sunday to ge the School 
started even tho we labor with some embarassment. 
And knowing that our coal is even now at Tellar, and that we 
may reasonably expect same ere long, I ventured to heat the 
church for evening service. New glass for the various broken 
windows are also en route from Nome, having been purchased there 
by Dr. Condit recently. The matter of church lights for the 
winter, however, is as yet a pmwblem. We will do our best, bor- 


rowing lanters as we maye 


I may say that, while our attendance seems small, yet 
it has been good in view of the small number of Pg opie in 
the village. I believe there are not more than fifty 
people in all here, if that many. 50, our attendance has 
been about 80%, and very generally those absent have a good 
exCcuse@e I put the matter of evening service to a vote, that 
the people might go on record, and the energetic manner in which 


they voted the affirmative did me good. 


Yours very respectfully, Me ie 
: A 


THE PRESBYTERIAN MISSION AT WALES , 
Wales, Alaska. 


REPORT for Quarter, Ending Sep. 30, 1920. 


Number of Services held from my arrival on Field August 8th 
O present time, - --------+-+-+-+-+-e-+-+-+--- - 9. 


Average attendance, men, women and children, - - - - - - - 42% 
Number Pastoral Visits (to@ busy as yet to attempt this,) - 0 


Church as yet not organized - not considering organization 
as yete 


Sunday School organized Sep.26th. —Attendgnce 39. 


“any Medical calls at Dispensary for medicine and surgical 

Care. Some serious cases outside, pneumonia, etc. 

One sick call down coast six miles to baby belonging at Wales, 
seriously ill.--Taken in boat by Wales people interested in Baby. 
This latter case and all others as well, recovered. 


Practically constructed Manse and Coal Sheds etc. this last 


six weeks with material salvaged from 01d Manse on Mountain, 
Labor on these about completed. 


Respectfully syibmitted, 
IE DAA A 
: 


Missionare in Charge. 


‘ JAN 271921 


THE PRESBYTERLAN MISSION AT WALES 


Wales, 
Alaska, 
November lst, 1920. 


Reve Dre Je A. Marquis, 

General Secretary, The Board of Home Missions, 
The Presbyterian Church in the U.S.A., 

New Yorke 


My dear Doctor Marquis; 


I desire to advise you as to some matters of importance. 


Not quite half of our year's supply of thirty tons coal 
is delivered here from Tellar, at which latter point it was recently 
unloaded by the Cordova sailing from Seattle, as per invoice in 
my possession, Sepelst. Reve Dre J. H. Condit had perfected arrange- 
ments with the Reve Mr. Baldwin of Nome whereby this coal was to be re- 
shipped from Tellar to Wales on the little mission boat, the "Jewel 
Guard." 

On or about the 10th ult the S.S. "Olga," Capt. Allan, which 
ship was recently in Barrow with hospital freight, delivered ® ms 
187 sacks of our coal, claiming to have taken on board that much to 
complete his cargo a Tellar. Capte Allan advised that the "Jewel 
Guard" was even then high on beach at Nome from heavy seas, and that in 
his opinion I need not expect the little boat in these waters this season. 
He offered to tade nme Wainright coal, ton for ton, then on board the Olga 
for balance of our coal in Tellar. Howe ver, I doubted my authority to 
enter into such arrangement, ani knowing the inferiority of his coal to 
that being sent this mission I declined. I was encoureged in this de- 
cision also by a statement made to mqietly by Rev. Mr. Baldwin's intsr- 
preter then on board the Olga that, strenuous effort was being made 
+0 gain float the "Jewel Guard," ami that when he shipped from Nome t he 
boat was more than half-way down to water and that Capt. "Tony" assured 
him that inall probability he would bring his boat to “ales once moze 


this season. 


The situation on this, the First of November, is simply this: 
The Jewel Guard has not arrived, and Tell@ Say is nowfrozen, and all 
navigation appears to have ceased forthe season, We have nearly 
fifteen tons coal with which to face the log winter. I hal borrowed 
from the Government supply of fifty-one tons, two tons with which to serve 
my domestic and church needs pending arrival of our winter's thirty. 
The teachers considerately decline to accept the repayment of that debt 
pending arrival of further coal for the mission next year. 


I galled into comsel four prominent natives and tle Governe — 
ment representative, Mr. Tait, and frenkly laid the situation before them ~ 
The Bureau of Education representative most kinily offered to dive his ~~ 
coal with m to this extent, that he would permit us the use of school 
house for two services on Sunday and supply us with coal therefor, 


ay j 
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But because his present quan tity will probably not exceed 45 tons, 
and because he must serve his domestic needs therefrom, together with 
the residance of his assistant teacher, and the school as well, and 
further because last season their supply became exhausted in “arch and 
the School had to be closed then, -- in face of this I que stioned 
the Wisdom of his generous offer, but nevertheless accepted sam 
conditionally upon ow being wholly ura ble to solve our problem as to 
Church services in any other Way e I had discontinued Prayer 
Meeting at once on arrival of Olga, and to use the school house kints 
means no prayer meting all winter. No native house is large 
enough, nor is my residence suited to m ct ings e I my add that the 
School house has this summr beam remodelled, the me large room being 
cut up into two small ones, and the fifty-one seats divided between the tw 
TOOMSe The seating problem was therefore difficult to solve as to 
church services. 2 


In face of this really grave condition I am happy to advise 
that the mtives ani I have hit upon this recowse and that it will 
be at once put in operation, Ina large skin boat manned by eight 
men w will go down the coast eight miles and hope to bring back mkgik 
three cords drift wood of good qual it Ye It is agreed that the native 
Shall be paid for thisservice $15 per cord, It is possible that 
two trips may be made, but if that prove impossible then natives will 
haul the wood by dog sledge at $20 per gorde Inany evet this 
wood at this price will prove cheaper thm coal altho less convenient 
and inferior in heat units. The matives will at ome make for mea 
stove froma large steel oil drum, the coal stove now in church and 
those in school house being wholly unfit for wood. I may add that 
I approached a white trader here for the winter as to this matter 
of getting wood for us and that his best figures were $25 per cord. 
If now the weather will permit us, we hope to quickly get in wood 
sufficient for the winter. It is possible 1 will be criticised by 
your Board in thus involving the Board financially further, but the 
emer genagy was Of swh grave import I kmew not what else to do, and be- 
cause I cannot get into touch with the Rev. Dr. Condit by wire and 
for advice, I must needs do the vary Dest I can It would appear 
that your statement to me ere my coming that, here I will be absohute- 
ly on my own resourses is truée I feel most desirous go maintain 
uninterruntedly our church services and prayer meeting. And of cours 
I take it that you will agree with me that, w ought not embarass 
the Bureau of Education if possible to escape it. Hence my actions 
And I trust the Board will have the Treasurer forward at early de 
draft with which to meet this additional outlaye Just how much wood 
we will require during the year until further coal isha, is ya to 
be determined by experiencee This church has never been heated by 
wodde While that glass for repair of windows ordered by Dr. Condit 
is with remainder of our coal in Tellar, we will nevertheless try 
to make the church windows as snug and tight as.may be with boards. 
Possibly later on I can get that glass brought in by dog-team by one 
of our men at small coste 


My services have increased steadily in interest and in at- 
tendance until now we have regularly from 85 to 92 presente. last 
Sabbath I hai five infant baptisms. Two adults have asked therefor, 
but I am postponing the sealing ordinance until such time as I am as- 
sured these two men mor fully comprehend it. Several are giving “ 
these matters of salvation serious consideratione My sermons are 
largely evangelical in character, with much teaching, explanation, | 
instruction. I find that much misapprehension exists as to the funda- 
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mentals, and I am striving to clear away all this as far as may be. 
Some where, some time, there seems to have been much sttess laid upon 
the Ten Commandments as a means to salvation, and I was asked to 
explain. Yesterday I took for my text Mark:10:21, "Take up the cross 
and follow ms," and I read for the lesson ti story of the Rich Young 
Man, In the evening I further expounded the matt@ fra Colossians 
and Ephesians, particularly the Second Chapter of the latter. 

The interest was great, and I was told by my interpreter that very 
generally the men and women comprehend and are satisfied. I am hold- 
ing up Christ Jesus as the one way, and that salvation alone comes through 
His cross and His blood. I may say that without exception,in every 
service I have held, this has been the central theme, I have denounced 
Sin plainly am yet kindly, pleading for a high moral code, but based 
on Christian experience, AndI hope fr great things this winter. 


Much sickness has occurred within the month, several 
cases of severe pneumonia, and one death, an infent. This clin 
child was the baby I wqs taken downthe coast to see in late August 
and which I then discovered to be concalescent from pneumonia. 
Without my knowlwge the child was soon thereafter brought home to a 
cold, damp and dark igloo,, and without previous warming of this homée 
1 soon discovered it with a relapse and complications of a sort which 
soon proved fatal notwithstanding Mrs. Greist and I worked hard am faith- 
fully over it for many hourse I could not bring it to my own home 
for fear of infecting my own child, and oh howl did wish for a small 
hospital that I might perhaps save the little thing. 


The carpenter work on ow home, and on the coal sheds suffic- 
jent dn size to house some forty tons of coal, is complete. 1 may 
truthfully say that this has proven a wa jor proposition. The work of 
securing material, carrying it down the mountain and to this place, 
and using sane in the construction of partition walls, closets, dors 
and frames, has been a very real task anda much greater one than I 
anticipated. But, I could not do otherwise than continus the matter, once 
begune arring absence of glass which Dr. Condit has done his best to g& 
to me for our windows, (I have patched glass bits together, and have 

used boards in places, and have with at least onecwindow boarded up the 
opening entirely,) am these floors having therein large cracks, we are 
very comfortably fixed and hope to eet through the long cold with litile 
difficulty provided we can make our scant supply of fuel hold oute 

I have been as economical as possible inthe employment of labor, but 
after tackling the matter I discovered there was but one way to do, to 

go ahead energetically. The se natives wrk slowly but paimtakingly. 

IT have beenright with them, with overalls on, and with hammer and saw, 
and have put in as much time as they and more, I was forced b do it 

to get matters hurried along. But I pride myself in the final 

result, andcould you now see this Manse I venture to believe you would 
feel guatified with that I have accomplished, Some matters await 
attention another year, but recommendations covering this will be 
forthcoming laterbon. | 


I may add that the old manse on the hill is practically dis- 
mantelled as to inside partitions, but Sati Oe sh pape sree be ove 
urse, the floors, are, untouche e, bu n 
gape oe Mates from expostre this win ere Hush. ver y much, nbs 
valuable building material, particularly framing material, remains ere= 


a Pursuant to orders from Dr. Condit, I srl ph aa A 
es to men working on this job, orders on the es Cooperative 
Reacecs IT will now check up same with Native Manager, and will forwai to z 
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Mr. Banks menorandum that he my remit direct to the Cooperative 
people else through m as seems wise to your Board. 


I may say that to date I lave hal no remittance from Mr. Banks 
of Expense Money, funds with which to meet any emergencies which may 
arises In absence of this I am striving to maintain proper credit as 
directed by Dr. Condit. To get coal from beach to the mame 
coal sheds costs 10¢ per sacke 


The American Missionary Ass'n fo merly paid the inter- 

preter here ‘25 per month. The Mission in Nome presided over by 

Reve Mre Baldwin pays tl interpreter, I am told, tirge{tons of 

coal and $280 warth of "grub" sach yeare The Episcopalian mission 

at Point Hope, now in charge of Rev. Mr. Thomas, pays the inter preter 
55 per month for two services per weeke The mtter has come up be- 
twoen iy interpre ter, Arthur Nagozruh and myself, but I plainly told 
him that in my opinion our Board would not consider themselves as bound by 
the A.M.A. precedent of $25 per month. I urged him to cooperate with 
me and rallied him on his interest in the wak of God and asked if he 
could not for the present serve ws and forget the matter of remuneration 
until such time as the Board could take it up with hime He ha cn- 
sequently said nothing more as to it for some several weks now, and 
he serves me splendidly. He is a Christian man, and he is the only 
competent interpreter left from the terrible epidemic two yrs sin@®e 


I perhaps ought at this time tell you of the small residence 
here, at outskirts of the villag, built in partnership by the 
A.MeA. and three rmatives in 1901, at expense of $300 for material alone, 
and then used as residence far a native herder, Five yrs since the 
captain ofa wrecked schooner took possession of this old house, 
put thereona new shingle roof am covered entire exberior with new 
sail cloth, am then occupied sam that winter as a store. For four 
or five yrs now it is vacant, a native woman here carrying the key and 
using the house for storing various ar ticles. I have claimed 
possession and now have key, put he property yet remains in tie 
pbuilding. This property (building) is fast falling into decay. 
I cannot imagine how it can be used by the mission unless at som 
time we might ave a native helper employed in some capacit Ye 
Hea I hal white halp I might have removed roof intact and placed it 
on this residence of mine, as that roof is yet in good conditions 
And I may remove some of the sail cloth yet this winteram us same 
in covering cracks in this manse floor. But the house ought be dis posed : 
of ere it becomes of no wlue whatever. One native asks that I secure — 
from the Board terms of sale, it being his idea gf to work the house 
over and use same as @ residence. I would suggest that the matter 
be considered at some opportune time. Dr, Condit df notsee this 
house when here for the reason! ha not y@ discovered same 
A white trader recently arrived here asked me to rent to him this old 
house that he might cond@ct therein this winter a "store" in competition 
with that omed by the Cooperative people, I declined for the reason 
I felt he would actally try to do that which mmor says his financial 
backing interests in Nome aw determined to do, to drive this native 
venture out of businesSe He is yet hee, but is occupying an old shack 
which will hardly serve satis factorilye E trust you will sanction 


my, eso as to this. She QUMG, Poruv Joore oruce furchkerty 
ay 5 aly - i h 
tor a desk and writing table Iam usimg a large trmkas 


ya%~ 1 am planning on making for my us a table or desk this.winter. — 
Many problems confront me, put I amstriving to solve themall with 
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& Smile and with juwlicious managem ent. It is all very different 
from my well equipped office back home and from our large and well 
furnished home, but I am actually enjoying in a measure the many 
Schemes md make-shifts necessary to get along heres If now I can 
Succeed in bringing order from out that chaos found on arrival, and 
bring to a high degree of effic iency the work here, I will at once be 
happy and satisfied, And the Master knows my heart is in it all, 

I enjoy waking with the natives, and they appealto me. And I venture 
the iminiatkkek opinion that my efforts are not without appreciation 

On their part. The native women appear to think much of Mrs. Gre ist 
and she is interesting herself in their lives and their problems 

Almost nightly one or more, and perhaps half a dozen girls,call on her. 
She suggests this and that as to their sewing, their cooking, and in 

the care of their babies and their sick, And they. seem to value it all. 
She hopes with the cooperation of Mrs. Tait, the Government teacher, o 
to inaugurate a class among the older gigls and young married women 

in hom nursing, in making beds, the many many little things which make 
for better care of the sick This will come now soon, perhaps, as sh 
school opened not until today. We will put a bed in the school room, and 
thus she will have material with which to demonstrate her instructions. 
She wes used lagely in this work throtighout our county at home last 
year in connection with farmers' meetings, ete., and received 

high praise as aremlt of he lectures and demonstrations. 


If now we can manage this acute fuel problem, and make of the 
church a community center, and maintain our weekly prayer meetings ani 
choir practice in connection therewith, and the Sun@y services and 
Sunday School as well which latter is prospering much, we will be happye 


I am advised that supplies for summer delivery from Seattle 
must be ordered from here not later than February. And while I am 
praying for consideration at the hmds of you Board, and hope sincerely 
that I am may be retained for service in Northern Alaska another year and 
mMayhap many more, yet if for any reason your Board should decide to 
not commission me for further service I ought be so advised early. I 
really cannot take chances on failure to secure food supplies — this 
coal experience has emphasized that, and I must get my order t Seattle 
in time for Jure or at latest July shipment. 


t ; ¢ 


November 5, 1920, 


Dr, Henry WV. Greist, — 
Cape Prince of Wales, 
Alaska, 


uy dear Dr. Greist: 


Your letter of Se pteahar lst has just reached me and I have read 
it with great interest. I om very glad to have your defence in the attacks that 
have been made against you, and 1 assure you that they have been very violent. 

I sent you only the mildest of the letters we have received from NéewGAgtle, Ind. 
and elsewhere. The letters from your sons were not bitter, but they were very 
Straightforward in the statement of their belief that you had not treated their 
mother either justly or in a Christian way. They were just as strong in their 
desire that you should come to a Christian way of looking at the matter and 
were equally glad that you were entering mission work. 


Let me say also that I have no desire to go into the matter further. 
I felt when I wrote before that it was not fair to you or the Board for you to 
enter into mission work and go so far away without knowlng that these serious 
charges were behind you. My deepest desire is to Bee dis clear yourself from 
the very appearance of having done wrong. ~ 


I have gone all over your correspondence with Dr, Young back I 
think until 1913, and I find no reference whatever to your wife's deafness, The 
only reference you mide to your own deafness was thet you had a slight difficulty 
in hearing. Of course I cannot judge between you on the one hand ami Dr. Condit 
and Mr. Gould on the other. Both of them insist that you are very deaf and that 
it is impossible for you to hear ordinary conversation. You certainly did not 
lead the Board to even suspect that. ga Ne. : * 


However, you are now on your field and the Board will support you 
in every way possibhe. All I ask is thet you approve yourself worthy of the con- 
fidence and support of the Board and also worthy of your great opportunity there 
at Wales, When I asked you to write me monthly fully and in detail I did not 
mean that you were to write me about yourself personally snd especially about 
your former difficulties. What 1 meant was that you wore to tell me everything in 
detail about your work, the attitude of the natives, how you were getting along 
in talking to them, preaching to them, treating them in their diseases, and winning 
their confidence. I stated plainly to you before that if you made good as a mis- 
sionary the Board would support you dn every way within its Pane and I now er if 
that statement. 


In regard to the alimony of $25 a month to your first irae in view 
of the fact that the matter is still in litigation ond your case might be em 
parrassed by the remittance of this amount from your salary now, I have asked Mr. 
Banks, the Treasurer, not to send this money to your first wife but to keep it — 
here in the office until the matter is adjusted in toto. If after that it ‘Sppeare. 


ee ren 
~ 7 * 
m4 


that you really owe this money then Mr, Banks will forward it. If it appears 
that you do not owe this money in justice and fairness he will send it to you, ~ 
Do not fear that this Board is going to embarrass you in any way in your relation 
with the court. Furthermore, I have had considerable correspondence since you 
left with your presbytery, urging og them that they unite with me in helping you 
to Glear yourself of these stories that are against you, and, more important, 
that we unite in helping you to make a good missionary and to perform the great 
service that lies before you in Alaska. My earnest prayer as well as desire is 
that you acquit yourself like a true soldier of Jesus Christ. This was the 
purpose of the sharp things I said in my last letter,and the only purpose. 


Now, please write me about your work, omitting nothing that has — 
to do with it. Very frequently small ciroumstantial details oe us the best 
insight into a missionary’s life and service. : 


Remember me kindly to Urs, Groist and ‘also to Mrs. Florence Kiuk, 
whom 1 remeuabor very pleasantly on my visit to Alaska in the summer of 1919. 


With very best wishes for yourself and your work, I am 


Sincerely yours, 


JAM: ES 


NOV 10 1920 


PRESBYTERY OF LOGANSPORT 


REV. S. ARTHUR STEWART, D. D. 
STATED CLERK AND TREASURER 


LAPORTE, INDIANA 


| Nov 8 1920 
Rev John A.Marguis D.D 
New York City. 
My Dear Dr Margquis:- 
Thanks for sending a copy of Dr Greist's letter 


eotty. . The man is evidently going to do his best to make good. | have sent 
pier “of \teletter to Monticello so that they may know something of the task 


Greist has before him.Any communication I may receive from hin ! will 
sendyou a copy that you may see him from another angle. 
The Monticello session are still for him. 

Sincerely 


a q 
# ( / Ay rl — 


November il, 1920, 


Dr. Henry W. Greist, 
Gap@ Prince of Walos , 
Alaska. 


Dear Dr. Greist: 


Your report has just come and I want to com 
pliment you on it. You show the right spirit and have done 
the rigat thing in getting started. Your own judgment will 
be your best guide as to how rapidly you could push the 
various Christian organizations of your little body of people. 
Great work has been done at that mission in past years, and 
although some of it was lost during the time no missionary 
was present, I hope and pray that you may be able to gather 
up the threads again and put the mission, in all its phases, 
-on its feet. If you can make yourself the “beloved physician" . 
to those people there you will soon get their hearts for 
Christ. 


Wishing you in praying for you the best of 
health and the guidance of the Spirit in all your work, - an 


Sincerely yours, 


JAMES. 


THE PRESBYTERIAN MISSION AT WALES 


Wales, Alaska, 
November 16, 1920. 


Reve Dr. 5S. Hall Young, 
Special Representative, 

The Board of Home Missions, 
New Yorke 


My dear friend, Dr. Young: 


I hope you have not misconstrued my long silence as indicating 
forgetfulness of your many kindnesses. Truthfully I may say, I have 
had you in mind all but constantly these many weks. However, my 
hands have been busy am my mind much occupied with the many new problems 
confronting me, am it haw been difficult to get at correspondence other 
than that demanding instant attentione But the work -- the manual 
labor connected with getting settled here, is letting up very considerably, 
in fact is practically ended, and we.sre now able to "take stock" and 
a good long breath. Accustomed as Iwas in the states to have things 

move along With dispatch, smoothly and well, with a minimum of inconven- 
ience, it seemed slow and arduous work, as indeed it proved, that of 
securing from the marse on the hill such building material as we required, 
carrying it down on our backs, or so soon as snow came on dog-sledge, (and * 
very little was so brought,) and then attempting to work ove this old 
mission house of sacred ma@ory. But -- we succeeded. Andwe have a 

home now which bids fair to prove at once comfortable and convmient. 

I wish you could see us as we are now situated. 


The house aS nowarranged, has one living room facing the West and 
the Sea, the front, 15 x 19 ft., with a long narrow closet arross one end 
3 4+ x 15 ft in which we store many incumbrances which nevertheless are 
essential and frequently in demame This Large living room is entered 
from the long narrow passage-way alongside house, by means of a small 
inside vestibule. Another closet is also entered from living roome 
Next,one mters bed-room, pW eae ae Be oy oP Connectéd with this room is the 
gtore-room or closet, in which we have our food stuffs, a long narrow 
closet protected on all sides and male as warm as we could well do. 

Then comes the kitchen, to the Eastand South, aroom 13x13 ft. To the 
Worth, in the N.E. corner of house, is a room equal in size to kitchen 

in which I have shelves for drugs and supplies, a work-bench just made, 
use in carpentering etce, the mission tools, stores of va@ious,kinds 
which will not suffer from frost, etc. This room like the living room 
is entered from the long outside passage-waye Natives coming for medi- 
cines, caze of any kind, or socially, may enter here and cleantheir feet, 
and warm at kitchen fire, and be served. 1 had hoped to place a small 
stove, aworn out affair found on the mountain in old manse, in this drug 
and dispensary room, for use in emergencies, but there is little room for 
it, and our shortage in coal makes it imperative that w "yield not to 
temptation.” We will, therefore, use the kitchen for any emergency wrk, 


‘even in major surgerye 


My mission work is opening up finely, I thinke I have been both grat- 
ified and happy inital. Mi ors here were 80 aemoralized from an entire 
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absence of mission work for so long, that it has proven a vay real task 

to pick up the "Dropped threads,"however much the labor has been one of love 
and accompanied by heart satisfaction. I have done my best end am yet so 
striving to prove an "Imbassador for Christ" that He may approve my srvice. 
1 may truthfully say that I have served with a profound seme of the respon- 
Sibilty resting upon me, that I face these people on the Sabbath day and from 
the pulpit realizing my.own unworthiness and yet feeling acutely that in His 
name I must feed them, Yead: them, instruct them. It hes proven hard 
learn just how much of a grasp many of them have upon the fundamentals of 
Christianity, and to know if they have a saving knowlege of Jesus Christ. 

I have felt it wise to begin at tle beginning, and have tried hard teach 
them as_children, the great truths of the Bible, Sin, Redemption, the New 
Birth, Justification and Adoption. I have tried to talk as to’ twelve 

year old boys, plainly, sweetly, kindly and yet with that authority so essen- 
tial to one who speaks in His name I have condemned Sin with no com- 
promise, ‘Little sins"and great. I have spoken along evangelical 

lines -= have not attempted to merely "entertain,"and in truth have 

steered away from that. I have prayed much, have tried t livener 
that Throne of Grace whence comes all our real strength, and have sought to 
be lead implicitly by ti Holy Spirit. I have enjoyed liberty at time 

far beyond that I believe I naturally had a right to expect, and have 

felt very plainly God's presence in our meetings, a solemnity prevail- 

ing in the congregations which male for Eternal things. Attention has 
been markede Attendance has been large, running from 75 to 90. 

Five infant baptisms were had two or three weks since, and two adults are 
asking it. Howe ver, as to the adults I will go a little slow, seeking to 
so instruct the individual personally, andas far as may be make sure that he 
accepts Christ lest he place too great dependance upon the sealing 

ordiance as an actual means of washing away his sins, per se. 

I am making no motion looking to the organization ofa church as yete 

No weords of a former organization here by the Congregationalists are 
available and I have no means of knowing conditions at that time. 

None of the younger m™m and women, now the active spirits here, seem to 
know much about the former church's activities, forgetting the essentials. 
That terrible spidemic of Influenza wrought great havoc among this 

people and demoralized them in many ways difficult at once to realize and 
explaine They will in time faget it am perha@s will again develop into 
a strong people. But they yet mmtion that time of fear with hushed voices 
and with evident alarm. One-hundred-ninety=two people died within space 
of ten days or less. Those bodies lay in our church for many weels await- 
ing burial. Dogs ate many bodies in igloos not found by the few capable 

of looking after the ill. Very few escaped the illness, Some, through 
physical force am indominitable will power, kept going, carrying hot water 
to those ill, fuel as far as they could sesure it, and thus possibly saved 
SOme e Those 192 (aml sane few bones, skulls and other bones,) were 

buried in one grave with the coming of spring, and by whites who came up 
from Nome to ass iste The widowers were encouraged to choose from 
amongthe widows at once a wife, and thus many broken fanilies were joined 
together to male new ones, and within afew weeks of the calamity. 

Marriage licenses wre issued in blank from Tellar, and a minister from 

the Tella Mission was urged to assist, and thus hasty marriageg® were 
inaugurated, some to repent at lesiure and some few divorces to follow. 

So, it is no wonder that these people require time, patianeg and a kindly 
Christian spirit in the lead, to enable them to retrieve their lost 

spirit and "balance." It will take time, teaching ani God's blessing, 
And I think I appreciate in some measure the heavy responsibility resting 
upon me as Christ's Embassador to Je ad this people back to Him. 


Our coal having unfortunately been largely left in Tellar for the win- 
ter, with but 187 sacks of the 404 sacks shipped from Seattle, delivered 
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here, -- with this short supply I face the lomg arctic winter with some un- 
gasinesse I would like to tell you of many things in connection with that 
coal, but space forbids, I prayed much that that remainder of wal 

might providentially get to us, and placed in my window a lighted lamp 

each night for some two weeks as a beacon for a possible schooner which might 
arrive that late in stormy weather, but no ship came. Since them my mind h 
felt at rest and all worry as to the coal seens past, but for what reason 

I hardly lmow, But God will see us through in some mmer, as He did 

Rev. Dr. Spence at Point Barrow last winter, when that mission was sorely 
distressed for fuel and food as well. Fortunately, we are well supplied 
with "grub," as these people up here term it, and our trust is staid on 

Hime The natives have offered t go for drift wood davn the coast some o 
ten miles ina large skin boat, but the weather has absolutely fo rb idden To <a2z, 
MS Se, And dog-teaming for fuel is impossible as yet account a soft 
trail. We will make froma large steel oil drum a stove suited to wood, 

if wood we get, and try in this way heat the churtéh,. The school house 
was offered us as a place for worship, but I detecta slight hesitancy 

on part of teachers as to this lest they also run short of fuel eain as 
they did last year, and be forced to close the school many weeks in ad- 

vance of schedule time. The school teachers thade already loaned me two 

tons of fuel pending arrival of the fifteen tons coming tous, and have 
refused to permit me to repay the debt as yet. Under these circumstanc- 
es, I hesitate to accept of their kindly offer, andam digoosed to try 

hard to get drift wood for our own meeting house. For three Sunday 

now I have permitted the natives to use one bucketful of coal or very 

little more, that we may take from off the churche'sS atmosphere its 

keen cold am make it habitable. We wear heavy furs and enjoy the thing. 
But we are hoping to very soon be able to g@ the wood, 


Whites here and passing through, tell me that I am wasting time in 
listening to promises on part of the natives to assist in gett ing wood even 
for fair wages, that they cannot be depended upon under any circumstances. 
But such whites as I have met to date in this country, traders and teachers 
alike, seem cynical as to this people, and I have determined t listen 
to nothing I may be told by them. They tell me: "Preach morality; 
scare them into being 'good,' but to undertake to Christianize them as 
you seem bent on doing,—to convert them actually to Christ, is an utter 
impossibility." I have @mme in contact with several whites hare, many 
passing through and stopping off while freighters are being unloaded, 
etc., and to all I have given the 'glad ham’ of welcome and have ener 
tained them as matter of ordinary hospitality. From not one have I 
received a word of encouragement. As they did with Nehemiah, they tell me 
I am engaged ina hopeless taske But I have steadfastly set my face 
as a flint, and am disposed continue to so do, and will yet win this 
people to Christ and a clear-cut testimony for Ham, God being my helper. 

I am learning many things in mean while, Oft times I crave a quiet hour 
with some brother who has this people on his heart as have I, and fra his 
superior knowlege and experience secure such helpful suggesstions and 
encourageme mt as I need. But not one such man ha crossed my path since 
Dre Condit's very brief two hour visit last September en route to Barr, 
Hence, I need all the more the prayers of my frimdse 


Mrs. Greist has few idle moments. The native wonen are appealing to 
her more and more for a hundred different things. She nowhes aclass 
of older girls and married women =~ mothers “two different hours each week 
at the school house, at which time she teachesSy Home Nursing, demonstrating 
the same with a bed and other equipment with whichwe have supplied the 
schbol room. These meetings,or classes, are attrecting attention. 
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Recently two Congregational churched in Seattle sent usa box of old 
clothing which proved a great blessing. There are several widows md 
many orphans here who are verging on destitution and starvation. For 
atime the Government supplied the school teachers with food-stuffs and 
clothing with which care for this class, but it seems that this has 
qergely been withdraw. Mrs. Ge was givem some Rice, Sugar, Soap, 

anned Milk, etc., by Dr. Condit, to use as opportunity offered and for 
the sick am destitute. This has proven of vary great use in several 
instances, and has relieved an otherwise apparently impossible situation, 
Not always does this Mission Supply seemto serve a givencase, ani tha Mrs 
Ge quietly goes to h@ own larder and secures what she requires to relieve 
suffering until I have hal to time am time again caution he lest we 
suffer in time account he own Bigness of Heart. But she cannot refuse 
these people, and a needy baby or a suffering mother appeals to her heart 
as nothing else can and she will divide her ownwith them It would 
seem wise another year could vw have a supply of such things as experienee 
Shall. prove as being needful, that we may adequately meet this crying 
need on part of many. I am sure that in the states there are many 
philanthropie people whose hearts would bleed could they see what vw 
daily see, know what we Imow, and that their purces would qatokly, re= 
sponde I could tell many tales of sadness even now, and fear my stock 
of such stories will increase with the winter, 


Much sickness has occurred and is now hale I have one case 
under observation, of Hip JointDisease, an incipient case, a little 
fourteen yr o1d boy, his mother a widow, living in a dark, ovér-crowded. «4 
igloo, With inadequate ventilation and light, poorly fed, amd suffering 
‘ for the necessities of life, This happy little fellow wold be saved 
in all probability and in after years become a useful and Christian man 
could he but have proper hospital care now, i cannot give him proper 
care where he ise He needs good nourishing food of the popes sort, sun- 
Shine or at least all there is to be d, good air md cheerful surround= 
ings, mchas he coyld get in any institution offering Such Care. 
am trying to pursuade some natives to take him to the hospital in Nome, 
erhaps with good sledging they will do so. I think the Government 
Teachers here will cooperate with me in this, ny cases have come to 
my attention which would respond far better to institutional care, could 
we have it, Porents are so didatory in alministering such trea tment 
as I recommend -or instruct a patient to have, in igloos or homes it 
being neglected, And children are not always disciplined among Eskimo as 
are the children of whites, they being piven too great liberty in | 
being permitted to take or refuse medicine as the child prwferse Some 
of these ekhremra cases of incipient tuberculosis requiref continued att en- 
tion and in the homes do not have it. I am put to it to know how best 
to proceed in some casese Many cases of acute iritis occur, just why I 
know notas yete Some of these ought have hospital caye,as in the 
homes their parents will not give the eyes attention even with medicine 
supplied. I have hai sae of these children to zwport at my home twoa 
three times a day that I Bay give them proper eye treatment. 
These problems are matters + must work out as bestI1 can, and that is what 
I am attempting to d0. Now that my building operations have come to 
an ad, I purpose making a sanitary survey of each child in the village, 
with careful physica examination in each case, mdwill attempt with h elp 
of the teachers in school to reach many cases oth awise possibly neglected. 
But, could we have a small hospital here, our work wmld be simplified, 
Results would be hal which are now impossible, But, perhaps, some day, 
and some time,this will be haie One death, an infant, from pneumonia 
reculted from neglect in the dark and dam igloo, and had I hai that 
child in a hospital, or in a bright comfortable home under proper surrouiings 
l~have every reason to beliewe the baby would now be alive, eae 
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Rumor says that at one time a magnificent library was here in the old 
mamse on the hill, but now there are but w few books left, the others 
having been carried off by trailers and transients stopping off and 
going up there and rummaging through the deserted housée I have found 
perhaps a dogen books of value, among them Johnathan Edwardses "Hi story 
of Redemtion," and some three or four volumes of his Seven Vol work of 
Sermons and other writings. A Greek Gospel of John pleases me much, 
ATT” these few books I will now br ing down and place on the shelves I have 
recently completed, and will male from them a nucleus of ane Miss ion 
Library. There are no reference books of value aves in the 
School here, and in time it would be well to look forward t restocking 
this mission library with such books as we perhaps can have donated. 
The sé nativeg young people are Simply starving for reading matter, and it is 
pitiful to see how eagerly they grasp at my new booke Some of the young 
men of thirty or thereabouts were eager to know what reference books I 
had with me, but were disappointed when I replied that Il hal none saving 
~ my medical books of reference am a few theological Werks, We brought 
few books account the freight problem. 


Pray much for me, Doctor Young, and remember meat the Throne of 
Grace that I may be adequate to these preat opportunitiess for s00d « 
I feel vary weak and incapable and‘am in need of counsel, The savri- 
fice in coming out hare was great, but I am counting it as nothing in 
face of the privilege 1 enjoy of workines for Him whose I am and 
for whom I came, I wish to be found faithful and wisely capable. 
50, pray forme and mine, that we may be ever at Jesus! feet and 
of much use to this people. 


a A 


I realize that Rome was not built in a day, but nevertheless much awaits 
attention here ere this work will be put on a smoothly running basise 
So many things should be done, it seems to me. And were I asked, I 
could make many many suggestions, recommendations, looking toa better- 
ment of this people. But it will all come in time, no doubt, a@& least 


I @ hope. H.W.G. 


\ MAR 11 1921 


THE PRESBYTERIAN MISSION AT WALES 


Wales, Alaska 
December 27, 1920 


Reve Dre J. A. Marquis, 

General Secretary, 

The Board of Home Missions, 

The Presbyterian Church in the U.S.A., 
New Yorke 


My dear Dr. Marquis: 
With the end of another Quarter, I have the honar to submit the follow- 


ing repart. I have not been supplied with the zeguler blenks fd r such 
purpose, and hence must depend upon memory as to whe I should incorporate. 


Average attendance during last three months, ------------------ 69% 
Number regular metings held - - ----------77 7-7 - 24 
Special Services (Thanksgiving) - --------+-++--+ 34> 1 
Conver sions -- definite and unquestiomd,e- -------- 11 


Account coal shortage we suspended Sundsy School for last month. 
Prayer Meeting on Thursday night was also dropped pending plans to be 
dev eloped. We are now holding Prayer Meeting regularly once again, but 
in homes of natives which are seasons of deeply spiritual feeling. 
Several young children claim to have been signally blessed at recent 
alter services, but being urable to converse wth them in Eskimo I 
do not include them in the number above given of Converts, the eleven 
mentioned all being of twelve years or olda@r, and giving clear 
testimony in English and showing umistakable evidence of a wrk of Grace. 
Nearly all of these were baptised in infancy. A spirit of revival is 
patent to any observer, and we pray for further work of of the Holy Spirit. 


Mrs. Sreist has a weekly class of young women, givis. in our home, 
teaching knitting, crochetting, etc., am talking with them the while om 
various subjects. These same girls (twelve or thirteen) constitute a 
class of interested and enthusiastic students in Home Nursing, Personal 
Hygiene, care of Childern, etc., this Class being hdd one hour each week 
in school housee Recently The Superintendent of the Bureau of Education 
of the Northern District took various photographs of the work of this ta_ 
classe On one afternoon each week,married women come to ow home for in- 
struction in Sewing, etc., and at present time are making verious garments 
for widows and orphans from material supplied by the Bureau of Edu- 
cation. Mrse G is teaching to cut according to measured patternse 
The mothers are age taking a wen interest in this work, all so new to 
then as in past they have never wed'patterns, mtting from cloth hap- 


hazzarde 


From an old oil dmm I have wcently made a wod stove, and hae se- 
cured from up coast,some fifteen miles,one cord of drift wood, whih wr 
are using in church on Sunday for fuel. This wood is costing us twent 
dollars the cord, and I have isswdan orda@ on the local dee perative 
store for payment for same. ossibly we can get more wood, altho it is 
searce and difficult to bring down on dog-team gledges. This wood if 
are is cheaper than coal, but less efficient in heat mits,of wurse, 


< ent Will Loot ug. Orunk Jon Ph y poraibl, 6 yn440. 
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We have been invited to hola Sunday Services in the school house, but the 

we large room has recently been divided into two seprate rooms, with 

imited seating capacity, fat of 57 seats only. The inconvenéences, 

consequently, in face of ‘our large audiences, dre great, and to date we 

have been unable to solve the seating problem, On at least one occasion 

we attempted to hold service in one of those rooms, but the "jam" was great, 

and we are as yet trying to hold out at the church. If absolutely necess-~- 

ary, we wi 11 go to the school house anddo the best w can. As said, 

We are holding Prayer Meeting in various homes, and manage finely, Last 

Summer, late, the natives seemd iniisposed to open their homs for these 

weekly prayer services, but of late all wmt the metings, and we are 

aay oaang them os of arose blessingse We will continw this plan the 
Te Do - gif ~ IS Be P~ ey rR DUCES LOIm 19 K%S3, Lng ny eo : 

wee biliastc, =o) Sh Hore Olarn pr amo lly Rar Wipes a FGI 00) 5 > as 
We are using our kibchen as a surgery, and in it we lheve cared for 

some serious casece We manage to kepa wtient as long as absSlutly neces~ 

ary by putting patient to bed in ow living room,’ husband usually imisting 

On sleeping on floor. We try to get patient bad home so soonas may Dé. 

While this mkes for inconvemience, yet we are hesitating not, there being 

no other plan available. Our remodelled house, as re ported before, 

has threes living rooms, am one dmg-store-room.e But the latte@ has no 

fire therein, and can be used merely as storage space, for meé¢icines, 

dressings,“variow article soccasionally nee ded Li al so have Leo 

therein a newly made carpenter's work-bench, z -4/ cpbnarte gellr. wn Phaeton ALE o 


Christmas was celebrated in ow church, the childrm wndering an 
excellently good program, with a "tree" made from boards ami covered 
artistically wth tissue paper to imitate somewhat an eva greene 
The American Bible Society recently sent to this mission 150 Bibles, 
they having been solicited puesreaehe by the school teachers ere our 
arrival. I paid freight on this box from my private funds. 

I presented at Christmas time to every head of 9 family a Bible, and xixam 
where both husband ani wife can read I gave each a copy, and to ali children 
able to read we have given Bibles, also. The remainder I have stored for 
future usee , Mrs. Greist, unknownto me, had brought with usa large 
number of “Cheap toys which she distributed to childrm of tender yars, 

and to older boys and girls she hai something in way of a gift also. 

Her class of girls received colored yarn, and crochett ing thread in quantities 
calculated to prove of practical value. The widows in the village, some 
nine in number, received from the Mission a package comtaining one pound 
each of rice, crackers, sugar, and ore bar of Ivory soap, one can of milk, 
which ve hoped would enable them ina small way to have a Xmas dinner. 

we had no Xmas funds from which to draw on this occasion. A mission 

box of old clothing received in mtumn had already been distributed to 
needy widows and destitute orphms. Nothing further hai been rec'd os 
against the Yuletide. Perhaps anotha year we will beable to do better. 
Our om private supply of pop-corn had been spilled trough improper 
packang for shipment, and so w had none saving a little supplied by the 
school teachers from their private supply. Candy was an unknown ite 
saving a little presented us bya white trader here, which gave a mere 

taste to each child. However, they enjoyed the occasion immense ly. 


Our coal was all gotten from beach to coal sheds, ani at 10¢ the sack. 
But 167 sacks were checked off as it was delivered at shed, eleven sacks 
being shorte It may be that in spring these lost sacks will turn up in or 
among the Bureau of Education coal which lies yet on the ba cMe | 
I issued order on local Cogperative Store as payment for service in getting 


coal from beach, as per orders from Rev. Dre Condits ue 2, 
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There was algo some sm : 3 
all expense in connection with gettin 
tba Rat oa comparative safety during a terrible i ah last 4d exter 
natives volunteered their services and wrked many hours, but 


Y day md fer into the night 
his is the only demand for Wages for this special volauiw 7 aeecise. “ae 


Recently it became necessa 
1 ry rmeto order a few article 
areekes Shoat! osain eae a cemte introduced me when ve <ack these na zs 
( er in an emerrenc Stat 
purchases has been forwarded to Mr. Beakh, Gat oa'S ing cage ae wre 


With respect, I am 


Sine erely yours, 


_— 


P.S.-- Following a mild outbreak of Infléenza among Orphans in the Mission 
at tellar, Rev. Mr. Malvin, Missionary there, writes me an urgent letter 
requesting me to come to his aid as surgeon, if possible, to operate two 
children supposed to be afflicted with Empyema (pus within pleura, ) 

a late complie ation of pneumonia. Believing under these circumstances 
that you would approve my course, I am proposing to leave for his mission 
so soon as his dog-team comes for me, probably tonight. And if I can 
leave tonight (Monday?) then possibly I cm return in time for services 
next Sabbathe He has offered to "pay well" for this service, 

but I need hardly say to you that I will assuredly render no bill. It 

is umioubtedly true, that were we in need of some help such as Reve Mre 
Malvin, or his Mission, could render, that assistance would be promptly and 
gratuitously givene Since he is sending a white man anda good team 

for me, there will be no expense connected with the journey so far as 

I know. The weathe@ is bad, with a blizzard raging now Hrmany a@ys, 
but I feel assured I can weathe the storm and will gladly do so if 
thereby I can save the lives of those two children, This will have 

been the very first time I have been without the bounds _of Wales since last 
summer when once,and once only,I left, that time to visit a seriously sick 
child belonging to Wales but temporarily at Tin City, six miles dowm the 
coas te I am seeking to carry out your orders to the letter as to my 
field being “ales proper, but this is an extraordinary emergency, and I 


appear to be the only surgeon available. Hence, I go. ae 
‘ @ tie Te 


Barrow, Alaska, 
December 31,1920 


Mr. D.Everet Waid. 
1 Madison Ave. 
New York. 


Dear Sir:- 

I am an Eskimo boy at Barrow. My name is Roscoe 
Ahlak. I am 15 years old. 
I will tell you about the Hospital. 
It is nearly finish its look fine inside and outside. 
It got many rooms too. tgose rooms look clean. 
It got a big stove too. He got two big stoves. 
And one little stbve. When they build the fire in these 
Stoves the hospital always get warm. 
Those two big stoves got very big stovepipes. 
That is the first time I saw a big stove here in Barrow. 
It got electric lights too. with engine on them. 
These engines can go very fast. 
When they light these lights they always make every thing 
very bright. 
Those lights are beautiful and wonderful. 
Some people like to have electric lights in the church. 
hey lige these lights very. much. 
They say they are very good, to have everywhere. 
Little while ago a boy go to the hospital to see how it look 
like. 
And he go in the hospital he look around by-and-by he wanted 
to go out. 
He start to go out but he could not find the way out. 
He walk around Long time to find the door. 
But he could not find it and then a boy show him the way out. 
These people wee very happy when the hospital was nearly 
finished. 
That is all about the hospital. 

send my best regards to you. 
Yours. 
Roscoe Ahlak. 


Eskimo requests for medical assistance 
Sent to Dr. Greist. 


Doctor Griest 


Will you give me some medicines I am awful headache And just 
like weak. 
Katie 


_ 


Dear Dr. Greist~- 


T am sorry had sore eye. She said something in her eye I try 
to see it and can't see it may be very small thing she had be doing 
something with saucer and it breaks and than some of it goes to her 
eye last night this morning she cannot she very well. and 1 cannot 
use Bertha's medicine for her eyso,. | 
And Bertha's eye is still bad Beesuse I don't kept right 
time, because every time when keep on putting medicine and hot clothes 
mg eye hurts. 3 | | 
I am afraid ‘nna might had bad eye like Bertha had. Wellt I will 
try ali I. can to theme sini ! r ; 
. From your friend 
Mrs lucy Ae Nagazaruk | 


pear Greist 
I am not feel good to day 
I was doing nothing to day 
-. because 1 feel sick. 
Y feel, round and round when 1 move 
I have headtake,. and bad 
e¢ ough and I have feel paint 
of my side. and my chest. 
That is all I can tell 
you wnat 1 have sick. 
| ‘Yours Paul Ke 


Lear LY. 

I am gOing to agkad you, 
because I want to 
know how ! liwe 

here while 1 was 

sickness with the 
moving pain, 
Can you 
help me : nh 
1 would Like to here from you 
about that sickmess, 

From 
Sam 
Kizidlook 
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